748

can safely be saidl that the people wonld
very much prefer a sound scheme of conver-
sign of all war grafuity bonds rather than
they would tavour the conferring of a special
privilege on one section only of the soldiers,
The amendment I bave to submit is—

That all the words after *‘should’’ in
line 3 be struck out, and the following in-
serted in lien; ”e\ro]vc and put jute effect
some workable measnve for the redemption
of war gratuity bonds held by persons
regident in Western. Australia.?”

Amendment put and passed.
Question, as wmended, agreed to.

House adjouried at 8.85 pan.

1

Legislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 28th September, 1920.

PAGE

Questions :  Taxation Depatbment—(1) Farmers'

travelling expenses, (2) Dopreciation on
rozmers horaes, (3) Sustcnance of farmers 48
- Bills : Glby of Perth End.owmcnt; I.a.nds i, 748
Roads Closwre, 2R., Com, 761
Public Service I})peal Board, 2R Conr. e TH2
, Parliament (Qualification of Women), 2R., Gom. 765
" Broome Rates Validation, ceturned ... 778
Annual Estimates, votes and items dmcussed 765
The SPEAKER tock the Ghan at 4.30

iy, and read prayers.

QUESTION (3)—TAXATION DEPART-
MENT. '
Farmers® travelling expenses.

Myr. JOHNSTON asked -the Premier: 1, Is
e aware that the State Taxation Cominis-
sioner cuts down the farmers’ travelling ex-
penses (the amoumnt uswally claimed being
from £10 to £15) to £2 or £3, and in the
majority of instaneces it is disallowed alto-

getherf 2, Does he consider this action justi-

fiable? 3, If not, will he have the anomaly
rectified in future assessments?

The PREMIER replied: 1,  All expenses
actually inenrred in the prodnction of a tax-
payer’s income are allowed in full. Where
claims are reduced it is owing to the unsatis-
factory information supplied or evidence that
such claim, or part thereof, is not deductible.
2 and 3, Answered by No, 1.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Depreciation on Farmers' horses.

My, JOHUNSTON asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that the State Taxation Commis-
sioner . will not allow depreciation on horses,
notwithstanding that those horses are the
tarmers’ working plant? 2, Ts he aware that
the Federal Taxation Department allow 10
per cent. depreciation on horses as working
plant, and do not take into consideration the
sale of old stock or the natural inerease, and
that at the same time they de not allow for
loss through death of any herge, it being
considered a losa of capital? 3, 1s he aware
that the State Taxation Commissioner takes
in the sale of old hovses, also the natural in-
crease, and allows for the loss of horses
through death? 4, Does the Minister consider

. this action justifiable? 3, Lf mot, will he have
"the anomaly rectified in future assessments
.and treat working horses in the same menner
.78 they are treated by the chcral Ta.xatlou

Department?

The PREMIER replied: 1, At the ineep-
tion of ‘the Taxation Dcpartment. it was
muotually agreed with the pastoralists and
farmers”’ representatives that owing fo the
difficulty on large stations and farms in dif-
ferentiating between horses kept for work and

for breeding, that they should all be treated

as part of trading stock, Farmers therefore gat
an advantage in being allowed full cist of
purchases as a deduction. This could not be
done if horses were tveated as workmg plant,
2, Yes, 8, Yes. 4, This is the natuial re-
sult of t.reatmg horses as trading stock a3,
No anomaly exists, '

Sustenence of Farmer’s son.

Mr. JOHNSTON askéd the Premier: 1, Is
he aware that the Btate YLaxation Commis-
sioner i specific instances will only allow a
farmer employing his son the sum of £39 as
a- deduction .for the son’s sustenance? 2, Is
it a fact that the same son is taxed on £52 as
the valne of the said sustenance? 3, Does
the Minister consider this action justifiable?
4, If not, will he have the anomaly rechﬁed
in future assesshents?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Susterianee to
the amount of £52 per annum js allowed to
farmers in respect of eulployees (including
sons) when engaged in earning’the assess-
able income. 2, Yes. 3, Yes. Common tax-
ation practice. 4, Answered by No, 3,

BILL—CITY OF PERTH ENDOW-
MENT LANDS.

Second Reading,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T.
P. Draper—West Perth) [4.40] in moving
the second reading said: I shomld like, first
of all, to draw attteation to the preamble.
As a rule the preawble to a RBil' amounts
to nothing, but in this case it is important
as it sets out the land songht to he affected,
The city of Perth holds in fec simpls 2,281
acres of land on the oeean beach immedi- -
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wtely to the west of the city, Those lands
are coloured green on a plan which I will
Iny on the Table, They are what is known
as the emlowment lands, lands given many
yvears age to the city of Perth as an en-
dowment. The title to those lands provides
that any part of them may be sold or leased
tor any term not cxceeding 99 years, with
the comsent of the Governor first obtained.
In 19317 the council purchased an -additional
1,200 aeres, which s known as -the Lime
Iilns estate,"and which perhaps some hon.
members will more readily recognise under
the better known title of Perry’s paddock.
This purchase is coloured red on the plan
to be laid on the Table. The land lies be-

" tween the city and the endowment lands,

and of conrse it was obvious fo anyone that,
if the ecity council were to develop the en-

. dowment. lands_ they would simply be in-

creasing the value of the Lime Kilns es
tate. In 1917 they had an opportumty to
buy the estate at a reasonable price, and
they did so. They bhave coustructed from
the west end of Cambridge-street, Subiaco,
one of those timber track roads, passing
throngh both - estates’ and on down to the
beach. The council now prepose to develop

“fheir endowment tands and also their re-

cent purchase hy the construction of a tram-

way. The city boundarics were extended in-

Junuary, 1918, so as to inclnde both the Lime
Kilns esta.fc a.nd the city- endowment lands.
With the permission of the Honse I new lay
the plan upon the Table. In addition to
these two properties there is & narrow strip
along the ocean bench hetween the endor-
ment lands and high water mark, which is
Goloured yellow on the plan. This narrow
strip forms portion of a reserve, number
16,921, The reserve is 1ot at present in-
cludel within the eity boundaries, but it is
proposed by this Bill to include it as a re-
serve within the city boundaries. The re-
serve ia at present vested in the city of
Perth for the purpose of public recreation.
The teserve was made under Section 42 of
the Land Act of 1898. At the present fime
the Couneil have power, under the vesting
order, to grant leases of the reserve up
to 21 years. Of course such leases coulil
only he granted for the purposes of public
recreation; they ecould not be granted for

" purposes inconsistent with the purposes of

the reserve. Members will bear in mind
that there are three lots of land concerned;
the Lime Kilns estate, the endowment lands
and this reserve. The Couneil propose to de-
velop these properfies, and they have al-
readly construeted a plank road from the
end of Cambridge-street to the beach.
addition, they are inaking a. confour survey
which i3 almost complete. It is proposed,
if this Bill meets with the approval of Par-
Tiament, to invite ecompetitive designs for

laying-out the property on the latest town

planning principles. Provision is made in
the scheme for laying out an up-fo-date
scaside town close to the ocean. Of course,
to .do this, ‘it will be necessury te provide

In.
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means of communication. Probably it will
be necessary to construct a tramway or to
establish a motor bus service or something
of that kind. The most effective means of
establishing communication would bhe by
tramway connected with the city. If the
tramway is constructed, it will no doubt
be operated as part of the metropolitan
tramway sgstem under arrangement with
the Commissioner of Railways. The plans for
the construction of the tramway must be
approved by the Commissioner of Railways
se as to ensure through wmkmg

Hon, W. C. Angwin: This Bill goes far-
ther really than giving the eouncil power to
deal with the land.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, but
not very much further. I shall deal with
that point presently.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A great deal fur-

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
more a matter for the Committee stage.
The council ask for sufficient powers to en-
able them to provide for the people a
watering place and a2 place of amuscment
and recreation at a point on the ocean
which, I believe, is the nearest point to the
presént boundaries of the city of Perth.
As regards the rteserve, it is not proposed
to alter it very immch, but it iz proposed,
on the reserve which is a very narrow strip,
to lay out promenades or gardéns and 1o
doubt lawna for playing games, such as
tenniz, eroquet, and so forth, and provide
refreshment facilities and  general beach
amusements. In faet from the amusement
point of view, I think we can say that visi-
tors will generally focus upon the rteserve
which is still reserved for public reerea-
tion. I pointed out just now that the coun-
cil title to the endowment lands enables
them to Jlense up to 99 years, but if the
couneil desire to lease endowment land for a
longer term than 99 yeéars, or to sell, they
must obtain the consent of the Governor. -
Power is asked for in the Bill to enabie
the couneil to sell or lease any portion of
the endowment lands. Of course they al-
ready have the powsr to de this in regard
to the Lime Kilns estate. When it comes
to laying out a town for residential pur-
noses, it has been found that the power to °
lease for 99 years s not sufficient. Tf a
success i3 to be made of this seaside
town, it will he necessary to give
power to sell the Iand to people wha
wish to reside there. We must bear
in mind that, at the present time in
Western Anstralia there is a very large arca
of frechold land =available for residential
purposes and, if the City Council are 10 be
hampered by a stipulation that they must not
sell. any of the land for residential purposes,
it naturally follows that people will build
their honses where they can obtain a free-
hold title.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What will the coun-
il do with the money they obtain for the
sale of the land?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It appears
to me that, in order to sueccessfully develop
an estate of this nature, the power to sell is
absolutely necessary.
North-East Fremantle will look at Clause 39,
be will see how the proceeds from the sale of
land are to be applied. They are to bs ap-
plied by the council in such a manner and
for such purpose as the council may from
time to time determine and, until otherwise
determined, shall be accumulated to provide
a sinking fund, for the repayment of any
moneys borrowed under this Aet. I .shall
deal with the power to borrow later on.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then these lands
will cease to be an endowment?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With re-

gard to the land sold, the couneil will have .

the same power-to rate as they have with re-
gard to other land in the municipality. - The
rates will provide some revenue for the city,
and some revenue for the payment of the
sinking fund on the money which it will be
necessary to borrow. Thus we shall get a
posgible means of developing an estate which
- at pregent is really useless to the community.
On the question of finance, members will
notice that the eouncil are empoweréd. under
the Bill either to spend money out of the
ordinary revenue of the council for the pur-
poses of the Act—and I need hardly point
out that such revenue will not be in any way
sufficient—or to borrow up to a maximum of
£250,000 for the purpose of developing their
estate. If the council borrow, then the
provisions of the Municipal Corporations Act
will apply. The couneil will have to observe
the provigions in regard to the demanding
of o referendum before a loan can be raised.
The general scheme, of course, is {o develop
the present endowment lands with the addi-
tjion of the Lime XKilns estate purchased by
the -eouncil, and to make it of some use to
the City by providing revemue which at the
present time cannot be done. There are two
“provisions of the Bill to which I would draw
attention. Clause 5 gives the council the
option to rate on the unimproved values as
regards the  lands mentioned in this Bill
Within the city proper they have power to
rate on the aonwal value. Clause 9 which
.0lso deals with the same subject, permits a
rate to be struek with regard to the land
which is the snbject of this Bill Adifferent
from the rate on ordinary lands in the muni-
cipality of Perth. Part ITI. of the Bill is
important as it contains the powers which
are thought nec¢ssary to c¢nable the couneil
to carry out their scheme.
cipal powers in Part IIL is to constmet
tramways, and all the necessary powers in-
cidental to such work, such as the breaking
op of the streets- and things of that nature,
ara provided. Those powers are always pro-
vided in a Bill which gives authority
to construct a tramway but, in this case, it
can really do even less harm than under or-
dinary ecircumstances, becanse we are mnot
dealing with a populated distriet, but' with
sove-al thousand acres of land which ave at

If the member for

One of the prin- .
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the present time almost entirely vacant. I do
not suppose there are more than two or three
small places on the whole of the property.
The power is also given to the eouneil, but
gnly with the consent of the Governor, to
lense the tramways or scll them but, in prac-
tice, I think it will be found that as soon as
the Government tramway scheme is extended
the Covernment tramway authorities will
probably ‘run the whole of the line.
'liis power to make tramways does not
extend to the Government reserve ex-
eept  with  the Governor’s consent. The
Governmient” reserve is ouly a very mnar-
row strip, but it wag thought advisable that
power gshould not be given to run the tram-
way beyond the present freehold estate on to
this reserve except with the consent of the
Government, becanse, naturally, there might
be some limitation or some condition which -
the Government might think it advisable to
impose s0 a8 to keep the reserve for its orig-
inal purpose of public recreation.  In the
same way the council could not even rmn a -
motor service through this reserve” without
the consent of the Government. Tt is alse
particularly required ih the Bill that all
tramways must be construeted so as to com-
ply with the requiremenfs of Government
tramways, In addition, a right is reserved
to the Governmen{ to purchase these tram-
ways after 25 years withont payment for any
goodwill,. Part IV, refers to borrowing
powers, with a limit of £250,000. The monsy
of course can only be borrowed for carrying
out the works which are authorised by the
Bill. The amount may seem large, but
hon. nfemhers will bear in mind that® the
estate is also large, and, turther, that these
moneys cannot be raised if the ratepayers of
Perth object in the manner provided by the
Munijeipal Corporations Aet. In additon,
power is given to strike a special rate to pay
interest and sinking fund on any loan which.
is raised. Varions additional powers to the
power to -construct a tramway are included
in Clause 40, to which I would ask hon. mem-
bers to refer. That clause deals with the
various works and undertakings which the
¢ouneil would be ecmpowered fo carry out.
The effect of thé powera would really be to
enable the council to Iay out a town on
modern lines with the uwsual attractions of a
scaside resort. Subeclauses 13, 1%, 15, and
20 of Clause 4¢ are important, I think those
four subelanses are the miost important for
hon. membera to peruse so far as the second
reading is concerned. The eouncil, of eourse,
have no power to sell the lands comprised
within the reserve; but they may lense the
reserve with the comsent of the Govertor;
that is, of course, consistenly with the pur-
pose for which the reserve has been created,
namely that of public recreation. I ean unm-
derstand that permission might be granted by -
the council io a person to put up sea baths
or refreshment booths on the reserve; and,
in fact, gencrally to ingtal there such atirac-
tions as are ordinarily seew upon the beach
of a seaside town. The only other matier
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which I think T need mention is that the Bill
containg the usual power to make by laws
for carrying out the provisions of the
measgure.

~Hon. W, C. Angwin: In that connection
the Bill overlocks the faet that we passed a
Traffic Aect last session,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At this
stage I do not think I need do more than ex-
plain what are the purposes of the Bill, and
what powers it has been thought aclvxsa.ble to
in¢lude in the Bill in order to enable the ob-
Jeets of the couneil to be carried into effect.
1t seems to e rather misleading to grant a
large portion of land to a c¢ity or an insti-
tution® or a person by way of endowment
without giving any power to make the en-
dowment effective. In a country like West-
ern Australia, where there are large areas

.which can be bought in fe¢ simple, to grant

ﬁnnp]y al ordinary. power “to lease and” noth-"~
ing more may be, and in faet has in this case
béen: shown to be; quite ineffective for the
Jurpose of inaking any use of the land in
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin debate
adJourned

BILL—EBOADS CLOSURE,
Second reading.

Debate resumed from the previous sitting.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.8]: I do
not know that I can add much to what has
been gaid by the Premier on -this Bill, but
I may make an explanution in regard to Part
38 of the Sehedule, which refers to the closure
of eertain roads on the Udue estate, in the
Harvey distriet.
be aware that the Harvey district is one in
which there is an irrigation scheme from
which great things were eXpected nt the time
of its inauguration. I bélieve considerable
good has resulted from that scheme, although
not so much as some people originally ex-
pected. The resumptmn of the roads on the
Udue estate is necessary for the pirpose of
cutting up the land to the best advantage,
and also to enable arrangements to be made
by which irrigation could be provided later
on, should the weir be enlarged. TIi is neces-
sary that power should mow be granted for
the closing of these rodds, so that provisien
The other
portions of the Bill deal with matters with
which I am not acquainted.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

*Clauge 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Closure of portions of roads:

All hon. members may not’
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The PREMIER: I move an amendment—

That Subeclause 2 be struck out with a
view to the insertion of other words.
The Parliamentary Draftsman has pointed
out that this is necessary owing to some for-
mality connected with the wording,

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: Personally, I see
no necessity for the striking out of Subelauge
2. If bon. members will look at Subelanse 4,
they will seo that it is similarly worded., How-
ever, a portion of the Schedule scems to be
wrong,

The Premier: Yes, that is so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I think it advisa-
ble to close the street as suggested, but the
other matter is merely an exchange of land
which ean be bronght about by the Govern-
ment and the Fremantle council jointly.

The Premier: This is simply a matter of

revesting,
_ Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The revesting is
merel; an exchange of land. When the
street is closed, it becomes vevested in His
Majesty. The intentioh of the owners con-
corned is to give another area of tand. It
is not yet certain whether two streets are
to be widened, or only oue. If two streets
are to be wxdaned the company concerued
will give the neccssary land,

The Prémier :1 am advised that only one
street is to be widened.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I think the Sol-
icitor Gencral was of that opiuion alse, but
I pointed out to him to-day that there had
been a discussion as to whether two streets
should be widened, or only ome. If two
streets are to be wu]eneu] the party owuing
the land thromgh which the three streets ran
will, instead of giving the full width of the
street which is closed, divide the area into
two and give one for each sireet. That will
ke better for the distriet. I thinlk it would
be better to let this clause stand as it is and
make an amendment later in the Schedule.

The Premier: Would it be more convenient
to the people to have two st:eets widened,
or only onef®

Hon. W. ¢ ANGWIN: Some say it will
be more eonvenient to have two strests wid-
ened. It is Dbelieved that large oil storage
tanke will be put uwp in that locality, and it
would be inadvisal:le to have a street run-
ning through the area on which those tanks
are to be erécted. The council say they have

- arranged with.the Government that this par-

ticular street ghall be closed. They also aay
they are willing to give a portion of land to
widen the mext street to this one. Tt wounld
he better te close the street and permit ar-
rangements to be made between the Govern-
ment and the party conecerned.

The PREMIER: My only desire was to
meet the convenience of the parties. If
what the hon. member says is right, it will
be- more convenient for people to add a little
to the two streets. I am perfectly willing
to meet the hon.- member’s wishes, T had
not been advised of what he said. In those
circumstances I will withdraw the a.mend
ment.
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Amendinent by leave withdrawn,

Clavse put and passed.

Schedute:
- Part 1—In the Fremantle Municipal dis-
trict:

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: T meve an amend-
ment—

That the following be inserted to stand
as paragraph (4) of Clause 1:—‘Save
anil exeept the four corners at the inter-
seetion of Tigh Street and Parry Street
contained by ares of 39 3/10 links in
length and having radii and tangents of
23 links each.
The object is to avoiﬂ a sharp angle at this
corner. ligli-strect is very narrow, and se
is Parry-street, and the locality is at the foot
of a very steep hill. Trams come down
therg, and there have been narrow escapes
from accidents. It i advisable, therefore,
that the corners should be rounded off.

The Premier: There can be ne objection
to that.

Amendment put and passed.

The PREMIER: I move an amendmel\t—

That in line 1 of Clause 2 the positions
of the words ‘“East’’ and ‘*Wast’’ he
transposed,

This iz merely a .clerical crror,

and needs

© to be reétified.

Amendment put and passed.
_ Part 2—TIn the North
pal distriet:

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: T move an amend-
ment—

' That the seeond paragraph be struck
" out.

TFremantle muniei-

This land is, owned Ly a private person,
and it was intended to be given to permit
of anothor street being widened. We cannot
elogse another person’s land. The para-
graph is obviously an error and shonld not
he where it is.

Amendment put and passed.
© Schedule, as amended, agreed to.
. Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments,

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD.

Sceond Reading.
Debate vesomed from 16th September.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Tvanhoe) [5.28):
The Honse has been asked to ratify this
Bill. We have heen told by the Attorney
Genaral that this matter was apgreed to bhe-
fore tha strike of civil servants took place,
but evidently that can hardly be so. It is
ohvious that this was not agreed to, because
the objeet of the Bill is to prevent the nu-
authorised cessation of work on the part of
civil servants. Then, with regard to Clause

[ASSEMBLY.)

14, that must have been inserted after the
strike took place. L do wnot know why the
Attorncy General! told the House that the
measure was agreed to before the strike took
Plage. -~ As a matter of fact we know that the
civil servants were agitated long before last
sesgion of Parliament elosed. Do we mot re-
member a stop-work meeting and a proces-
sion which took place to flis House? 1t is
evident 'that the Government were lax in not
toing . something to improve the conditions
of thie eivil servants hefore the last session
of Parliament elosed. I ean hardly under-
stand the civil servantg agreeing te the Bill
in its present form. There are some amend-
ments forecasted which have been agreed to-
hetween the Attorney Gencral and the eivil
sarvice sinee the introduction of the Bk
The Bill sets out that the chairman of the
hoard shall be a Supreme Court judge. T
happened to be in court at the time Mr. Jos-
tice Roothh stated that in his opinion a
Supreme Court judge was mmfitted by his en-
vironment and edncation to be a judge of
the Arbitration Comt. Tt should be left to
the public service and the Government to
select the chairman. T do not say the chair-
man shoudd nof be a judge of the Supreme
Court, but tise ehoice shonid be made as wide
as possible, so that the best man may be
seenred.  If the Bill was amended in thiy
form T helieve it would he in the interests
both of the Governmment and of the eivil ser-
vice. Another point is that a persom must
he engaged for not less than five years Ye-
fore hie becomes n permuanent employee in the
civil serviee.  That period is too long.

Mr. Pickering: What o you suggest?

Mr. LUTEY: I think six months is leng
cnongh in which to determine whether a man
should he made a permanent civil servant or
not. Five years scems to he extraordinarily
long, T hope the term will be considerably -
redneed. 1 sec no necessity for Clause 14,
The strike is over and the Government have
promiged that those.men who did take part
in the cessation of work will not he prose-
cuted. T see no necessity for a special clanse
heing inserted in the Bill. T do not see how
any body of men conld agree to forfeit the
vights and privileges thiat others enjoy. It
would be a dangerous thing to insert . a
clause of that nature.

My, Pickering: They have seen the error
of their ways.

Mr. LUTEY: If this clauvse is passed in
its present form. it will mean that the men
and women in the civil service will be for-
feiting ‘ail their vights and privileges. It
would he a danger to pass it.

The Premier: Where will be the d'mger!

Mr. LUTEY: The danger of it lies in the
faet that members of the civil sevrice wouid,
perhaps. he afraid to take any necessary
action that they were instructed to take by
theiv organisation, hecanse of this elanse.

Mr, Pickering: VYon de not advecate mn-
cthor strike in the civil service?

Mr, LUGTEY: It may be neccessary, and
the time may come when there may have to
ke another strike. After the officers of the
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=ervice had agitated for many months they
found it vecvessary to strike in order to bring
the Government to their bearings.
The Premier: That is not so. )
Mr., LUTEY: It is evidently the case.
There was a procession to Parliament House
before the close of Inst session, and there
had been deputations te the Government for
many wmonths hefore. But even all that had
ne cifeet on the Government, and matters
had cvidently reached a climax when ihe
wen went on strike. [t passes my under-
»atanding how the eivil servants eculd have
1oleratedl the position as long as they did. I
think they were entitled to take the extreme
step they took, and it is possible that such
eircumistances may arise in the future. As
men awl women in the community they bhave
a right, when they arc kept down, to assert
themselves by going on strike if they feel it
in noecessary to do so, Ax civil servants they
“are just as much entitled to assert tham-
selves in this direction as a Dottle washer
would be. There was a compiaint that betle
- washers and others were paid even more than
" the eivil gservants were paid, Tf that is so it
is because the hottle washers and others have
stood wp for their rights. I am pleased that
the e¢ivil servants did make some endeavour
to obtain an alloviation of the conditions
under whieh they were working.
Mr. Pickering: There is nothing wrong
in paying a good wage to a bottle washer.
© Mr. LUTEY: I honour the man who is a
worker and takes on any form of employ-
ment. ‘
Mr. Pickering: You would not argue that
a bottle washer should not be paid?
Mr, LUTEY: I do not say that. All work-

ers are descrving of every pemny that they

are paid. The civil servants should have
been pail a great «dcal more than they re-
ceived at the time thev strmck. The member
for Menzies (Mr. Muollany} seemis coneerned
about the fact that the eivil servanis went
along to the Trades Hall, and suggests that
they do mnet go as industrialists but went
to get into toueh with a political organisa-
tion ecomntrolled by the Trades Hall. The
Trades Hall is much more of an industrial
than a political organisation, but it is im-
possible to strike a line of demareation be-
tween politica! and industrial affairs. As a
matter of faet, the civil servants are indus-
trial workers as much 3s persons in any
nther organisation. This Bill proves that
this is not only an industrial bnt a pelitical
matter. Tf the men did go there, they had
a perfeet right to do so. One would think,
from the remarks of the hon. member, that
they had no right to go to the Trades Hall
T1f the dispute had been placed in the hands
of the Industrial Disputes Committee of the
Trades Hall it might have had a better and
very mich quicker ending than it did have,
Fully 80 per ecent. of the time of the officials
of the Trades Hall is occupied in industrial
matters. Many disputes have been before
the Tndustrial Disputes Committee since
Chliristmas, and out of 36 disputes there were
only five strilkes. This shows that they are

an ahle committee, and that they have done
splenlid serviee on behalf of the State dur-
ing that period. The member for Menzies
also said that the ecivil serviee was 20 per
cent. overmanned, My experience of the de-
partments is that the ecivil servants work
fairly well,

Mr. Pickering: The hon. member under-
estimated the percentage.

Mr. LUTEY: I think his estimate of 20
per vent. iz ridiculons. An expert is the
only man who can give any ilea as to how
mueh the eivil service is overmanmed, if at
all, 1t is always hetter to employ a foreman
who understands the partienlar work he is
calledl wpon to supervise, because ore can
always get a Dbetter deal from him than from
others who know nothing about the work.
Tt has been said that the only way of getting
better service from our officers is hy re.or-
gauising the buildings in which they are
housed. There is no doubt that the officers
are working in buildings that are spread ount
all over the eity. When the Tahour Govérn-
ment were in power, they had the foresight
to commence alterations t6 thc old police
conrt buildings in Barrack-street, with the
jntention of erecting new buildings and hous-
ing a congideralsle proportion of the Qepart-
ments.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: We started the work.

Mr. LUTEY: Yes, but the Government
who followed neglected to carry it on. Tt is
like praying to the moon to expert hetter
services from our Government departments
until the eonditions under which the serviee
have to work are improved.

Quoestion put and passed.
Bill rvead a second time.

Tn Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
General in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—The board:

The ATPTTORNEY GENERAL: T move an
amendment—

That the following be added te stand as
Subelnuse 3:—¢“Provided alse that if un-
der the rules of the Civil Service Associa-
tion of Western Australia memlership is
vestricted to publie servants within the
meaning of paragraphs (a) and (c¢) of
subseetions (1) of section two of this Aet,
and persons to whom subsection (3} of
section six of this Aet apply, and at any
time after the commencement of this Act
not less than ninety-five per centum of
such publiec servants and persons are
members of such association, the provi-
sion of paragraph (a) of subsection (2),
whereby one member of the Board is to
be elected by the public servants, shall
not apply, and such member shall be ap-
pointed by the Civil Serviece Association
of WWestern Australia.”’

Hon. members may have some difficulty in
following this amendment. It has heen found

the Attorney
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to" be convenient and just that the Civil
Se,rvme Agsociation, substantially represent-
. ing the public servants having a right to
appeal to the board, if the membership of

the association is restricted to public ser- -
"ing out of the barguin which the Attorney

vants, then instead of its electing its repre-

gentative on the board, which will take a .

littls time, the association ghall nominate
such represeutatzve In Paragraphs (a)
and (&) of Clanse 2 it will be found that
‘* public servant’’ includes both permanent
and temporary officers. . That is why, in the
amendment, reference is made to public ser-
vants as defined in ‘Clause 2. Then therc is
another class of public servant referred to
in Subclavse 3 of Clause 6, which deals with
wages men. That clause has been intro-
duced to remedy irregularities in carrying
out the provisions of the Public Service Aect,
The Tublic Service Act does not contem-
plate wages men as heing within the Act.
‘What has happened? ' There are in the de-
partments to-day wages men who have
been ‘carrying on the duties of -ordinary
officials of the public service, ome of them
‘for at least 20 years.

_Mr, Munsie: And still ouly temporarily
employed. ‘
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not even

that! He is a wages man on a weekly wage.
Under the Bill those persons are given the
right to apply to be put on the permanent
staff and, so far as T can see, there iz no
reason Why the majority of them, being
of long. service, should not go on. The
amendment provides the safeguard that at
three months prior to the date for the re-
tirement of the clective members of the
board not less than 95 per cent. of the pub-
lic servants shall be members of the asso-
ciation, With that safeguard I can see no
objection to the amendment. The proclama-
tion of the provisiemal board was dated
23rd August, 1920. The hoard was appointed
for six months, and so will go out of office
on the 23rd February next. TFor the count-
ing of the membership of the association it
ig necessary to provide a period before the
vacaney oceurs. Whereas it would be quite
snficient for the public service if, say, the
1at January were taken, it would not be
sufficient if the appointment had to be made
by election, for which at least three months
would be necessary. Therefore, I have sug-
gested that a period of three months be-
fore the vacancy oceurs should be taken as
the date when the percentage of the public
" service comprised in the Civil Service As-
soeiation has to he counted.

Mr. SMITH: I think the proverbial Phila-
delphia lawyer wonld have considerable
difficulty in understunding the amendment.
Possibly the Attorncy General knows what
he is after, but the avernge member
scarcely he able to follow him in this. The
real question is as %o whether the amend-
ment is an bhomourable earrying out of the
bargain made by the Attorney General with
the Civil Bervice Association when the

will -
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strike was settled. 1 think the
General will admit that it is not.
The Attorney Genmeral: I will admit no.
such thing.
Mr, SMITH: Certamly it is oot a ecarry-

Attorney

General made with the association on the-

" 23rd August,

Mr. Davies: Not according to their gtate-
ment.

Mr., Mungie: Nor according
“*Gazetts’’ notice, either.

Mr. SMITH: Nor according to the under-
standing most peopie entertained,

Hoo. W. C. Angwin: The other man pre-
sent was another solicitor.

Mr. SMITH: The Committee will bé well
advised to simplify the amendment by pro-
viding for the election of n representative
by the Civil Serviee Associntion. This
would do away with all these provisions pro-
posed by the Attorncy General, provisions
that are likely to cereatc a great deal of
friction, It would be a mistake o pass the
proposed amendment, becauce it will lead to
further trouble with the service.  More-
over, it is not carrying out the bargain the
Government made with the association.
Any bargain made by the Government
should be honourably fulfilled, no matter
the difficulty encountered, and -any de-
parture from the bargain should first be:
agreed to by both sides. I have a letter
from the secretary of the Civil Service As-
sociation, who had a good deal to do with
the séttlement.

The Attormey Genural: Why, he was not
even in the State!

Mr. SMITH: Possibly not. Still he knows
something about the settlement. The At- .
torney General will not say that the pro-
posed amendment is what he agreed to with
the association at the time of the settle-
ment. Why does he objeet to the aszsocia-
tion making the appointment? Why does
he impose conditions which are almost im-
possible to carry out? He insists npen a
95 per eent. membership.

Hou. W, C. Angwin:.TI suppose they would
dismiss the five per cent. who are not mem-

to  the

era. -

Mr. SMITH: It is a very unreasonable
condition to impose.

Hon, T. Walker: I have never known it
to be done before.

Mr. SMITH: It i3 tantamount to askmg
for almost a unanimous verdict.

Mr, Pickering: What is the present per-
centage?

Mr. SMITH: Ninety-cight per cent, of the
eivil servants are wmembers of the associa-
tion. Surely a body, composed of sach a
vast majority, should be a guarantee to the
Government that the member elected fo re-
present them would be genuinely disposed
to arrive at a just and reasonable decision.
Tt is quité possible that five per cent. or 10
per cent. of the nssociation members might
he unfiinancial,

Mr. Naitn: What do you suggest?
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* Mr. SMITH: I suggest no percentage at
all, but that the association as a body
should elect a representative.

Mr. Nairn: They might represent ouly a
minority.

Mr. SMITH: That could be provided
-Against,

Hon. W. C. Augwin: Their rules will pro-
vide against that.

Hon. T. Walker:
good one.

Mr. SMITH: If the election is left in the
hands of the asseciation, it will simplify
the matter and assist to remove the friction,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I must re-
.sent the imputation of the member for
North Perth that I am acting dighonourably
in the matter.

. Hon. W. C, Angwin: It is in writing from
“the secretary that the 'Bill is mot ia aecord:~
ance with what yon agréed to.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If it were
stated in that way, it is a totally different
matter. 1i the member for North Perth had
asked to see the ‘corresptndence relating to
this - gettlement, I “ouh;l gladly hsve shown
it to him,

Mr. Smith: I did not know there was any
correspondence,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then how
does the hon. member imagine that the agree-
ment was made? He would have found that,
‘before the strike took place, there was a
letter written by me suggesting that there
might be a representative on the board ap-
pointed by the public service where the public
service were concerned, and a representative
appuinted by the teachers where the teadhers
were concerned. In that eorréspondence the
word ‘‘associution’’ or ‘‘unmion’’ was not
"uged. This was accepted, and it was after
the acceptance that the strike oceurred. The

- constitution of the board was agreed to be-
tore the strike took place. The constitution:
of the board, therefore, has very little if any-
thing £b do with the seftling “.of the dis
pute. I am not going to take advantage of
techniealities, or atiempt. to avoid earrying
out anything which the public service under-
stood. Before the strike terminated another
‘letter was written, not by myselt, but by the
Premier, in which he enclosed o préeis of all
points whieh had been agreed -to and, in that
letter, which the member for North Perth
mlght have seen if he had asked for it, the
words used are ‘‘representative of the pubhc
gervice on their board and a representative of
the teachers’ union om their beard.’”” That,
of eourse, was a glip. Anybody would realise
that all along referenee had been made o the
public service and no reference had beéen

- mafde to the association, and that the word
“‘union’’ was used with regard to the teach-
érs whereas no reference to union had been
“used previously. That letter was sent on, and
the strike terminated. It can hardly be said
‘that the strike was terminated on the under-
standing that the association was to appoint
a representative, 'What followed? Several

Their choiee would be a
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wterviews took place betweer myself and
members of the aszociation and their sohcltor
Mr. Jackson, and [ have no hesitation in say-
ing we had no trouble. We got on very well
in dratting this Bill to carry out the agree-
ment which had been made.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Were members- of the
association present with Mr, Jackson?

The ATTORNEY GENKERAL: Somsetimes
they were; sotnetimes they were mot. At ome
of those meetings it was suggested that the
ussociation should appoint a representative,
and 1 was given to understand that the asso-
ciation practically represented all those who
had the right to apply to the board aud thatv
the same applied to the teachers’ union. In
the ecircumstances I thought it was a very
convenient method of appointing their repre-
gentatives, and I do not mird telling mem-
bers that those words were included in the
Hirst or second raft—1 Torget exactly whieh
draft; there were several drafts, Adfter that
it was discovered that the rules of the associa
tion admitted a number of people who had
no right to apply to the heard at all;, and it
must be obvious to anyone that if the rules
udmitted people who had mo right to ap-
proach the board—I believe the rules are
wide enough to include a person. working on
day wages in the State trading concerns and
who is wot in the public service at all—it
would be unfair to say that the representative
of the public servants under the Public Ser-
vice Act should be appointed by the assoeia~
tion. I do not spy there are many such mém-
bers, but there are some. When it was
puvinted out that a large number of those
who were entitled to apply to the board ‘vere
already members of thé association, we dis- -
cugsed a eompromise to give effect to what
they had understood. . I have always tried
to do that. I do not say that the question of
95 per cent. wag agreed to in such a form
that no member was dissatisfied but, for the
purpose of drafting this clanse, 95 per. cent,
was accepted, and following on that, 95 per
cent. bhas been ineluded. The member for
North Perth suoggests that this. provision
should be struck out. 1If this is done, his
whole object will be defeated. As it stonds,
the -representative i3 to be elected subject to
a rule preseribed by regulation. T am now
moving an amendment to stand as Subelause

) Mr.
passed? -
Hon, W. C. Angwin: N

" Mrx, Munsic: We bave not had a chanece to
discuss the proviso yet.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In face of
what I have told- the Committee, the amend-
ment is onme which will carry ont what the
service say they understood at the time. Ti
will prevent these who have mo interest in the
appeal board from eleeting a representative,
and will algo sateguard any small minority
of the association. The mew subelanse will
meet the case. The amendment i3 moved as
a proviso following on Bubclause 2 because

Willeock: Has Sutlclause 2 been

it mentions that, in view of being elected in
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tlie preseribed manner, certain things are to
take, eitect.

Mr. MUNSIE: I suggest that the Attorney

General shouid temporarily withdraw his.

amendment. My intentiom, before the mem-
her. for North Perth rose, was to ask the
¢juestion that, provided the Housé did not
agree to the -&ttorne; General’s amoendment,
wuum it still be possible to amend Subcla.use

I do" not agree with the Attorney Gen--

e1;a_l ‘s amendment.

‘The ATTORNEY GENERAL: L do not de-
sire by technicalities to prfevent u discussion
of this elause. It is of as much interest to
the Government as té anyone c¢lse, but nt pre-
seut we are in a difficulty. I do not know
whether you, Me. Chairman, ecan suggest a
way ont of the (ifficulty, because the sob.
clause reférs to a previous method of election
and. mnst he subsequent té6 Subelause 2,

MHon. T. Walker: [t is subsequent, and has
fot been put from the Chair, and therefore
your edn withdraw it,

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that the At-
torney General should temporarily withdraw
the amendment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If T do 50,
sball I have an opportunity to move miy
amendment later on?

The CHAITRMAN: Yes.
© “Mamenidlment by lenve withdrawn,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pn.

CMr, MUNSTE: With regard to the amend-
ment-which the Attorney General has, by
leave, tewporarily withdrawn, 1 think I rca-
Yise the hon, gentleman’s ob]ect
a-guarantee that at least 95 per cent. of the
méhibkns -of the Civil Service Association
shaIl ¥He tivil servants before the assoeiation
have ol night to nominate a member of the
boatdy -~ . . .

- Fha': Attomev General: And alse that the
rulés of the Civil Service Association shall be
restricted to those who are entitled to apply.

My, MUNSIE: With that portion of. the
amendment I do not agree. We should not
.iuterfere in any way with the rules of the
Civil. Service Association. The Bill provides
who can and who eannet apply, irrespective
of the associntion’s rules. If the Attorney
General. insists on that portion of his amend-
ment, it will mean the breaking up of the
Civil Service Association. Ljke ‘the member
for North Perth, T think that all the amend-
ment that pmagnph (a) of Subclause 2
needs iz the siriking out of the words
‘“elected in the preseribed manner by the
public servants’’ and the insertion, in lieu,
of .**appointed by -the Civil Service Associn-
tion of Western Australin’’  In faet, ail
that is required is- to comply with the
“‘Goazette?’ notice of the 23l August last,
which says, in regard to the .1])pomtment of
the temporary board—

. The hon. Mr., Justice Northmere shall

he chairman thereof, and if the appeal re-

lates to. matters with which the teaching
staft of the Eduecation Department is not

. concerned, Mr. J. M. Drummond, hereby

appomt.ed by His Exeecllency the Governor,

He wants |
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and dMr. E. A, Mann, appoiuted by the

Civil Service Association. of Western Ans-

tralia, shall be the other members of the

Imard; hot if the appeal relates to matters.

with which the teaching staff of the Edu-

ention Department. only is concerued, the

Rev. . N, Dodis, hereby appointed by.

His LExcellency the Governor, -and 3Mr.

B, M, Darcy, appoiuted by the State Sehiool

Teachers’ Union of Western .Australia,

shall be the other members of the board.
Surely the constitution of the temporary
board should held good when it comes to the
permanent hoard.

My, Underwood:
the paragraph?

Mr. MUNSIE: T am making an appesl
on behalf of vuionism, The paragraph does
not give the Civil SBerviee Association or ‘the
Teachers’ Union the right to appoint 2 mem.
ber of the bourd. Meambers -of the publie
service may not he members of the Civil Ser-
vice Associatiom.

Mr. Underwood: 1s not every member of
the public service to have n chance?

Mr. MUNSIE: ot unless he is a member
of the Civil Service Association. Noither de
T want any teacher to have a chamce unless
he is a memher of the Teachers’ Tnion.
Moreover, it the Civil Serviee Associafion
and the Teachers’ Union have the right.to

Whaut is the matter with

 appoint a permanent member of the beard,

they should have the right to"appoint | tlle

deputy -as well. But this clause proposes fhat .
the chairman of the board shall bave - the

right to mominate the deputy. I mové; an

amendment—

That in Bubelanse 2, parvagraph (a), the
words ‘‘elacted in the preseribed mainei
by the public servants’’ he strnck out,
with a view to the insertion of other w‘orﬂs.

The words which I shall move to have in-
serted, if this amendwent is carried, are
“appomted by .the Civil Service Assoclatmn
of Westarn Anstralia.’’

Mr, PICKERING: In my opinion, the ex-
plana.tlon whieh the Attormey General gave
in moving the amendment which he hag tem-
pararily withdrawn, is one that should sat-
isty. hon, members. Clauses 2 and 6 of the
Bill seom to me to aceount for every deserip-
tion of public servant. Subeclause 1 of Clause
2 emhracés the various descriptions of what
is geum'n'lly known as a public gervant, while
Bubclause 2 of-Clanse 6 extends the deﬁmtmu
to ‘‘any person employed in the public ser-
vige at a daily or weekly rate of wages.””
There seems to me to be no difficulty Wwhat-
ever about the position. Clearly, every class
of pL,rson who can -be described as-a public
servant is acoonnted for under this Bill, The
question of 95 per eent. might be reduced
to 90,

Mr. Smith: Why not 702

Mr. PICEERING: When the Attorney
Geueral assures ns that this is practicatly the
ameudment apreed to betweer himself and
the represenfatives of the serviee, I have no
reason to doubt the assurancé. It seems to
me that the ameadment as submitted em-
braces all sections of the service and I am
going to support it.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: I intend to support
the clause as it stands in the Bill. It ap-
pears to me to he the right thing to de.

Mr., Munsie: Any Government can pre-
seribe in any way. ;

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They have to pre-
seribe under this measure.

My, Munsie: They ecan appoint whom they
like, )

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They must prescmbe
the conditions under the Aect.

1Ton. T. Walker: An¢ they can make the
Acet nnworkable. ’

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: The hon. member is
putting up a. proposition that the Civil Ser-
vice Association have the absolute right to

appoint.
My, Munsie: So they should.
Mr. UNDERWOQD: Suppose the sérvice

struck something like that which we struck

-a year or bwo-.ago-on_the .conscription-issne,-

and they cxpelled 40 per cent, of their mem-
bers—the majority expelling the wminozity.

Mr. O Loghlen: Where was that done?

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: The majority ex-
peiled me.

Mr. Of.oghlen:
you bnow it I was i
meeting. .

The Chairman: Order!

My, UNDERWOOD: If we struck some-
thing like the conseription issue it might bo
detided that, because somie did not view a
certain thing in the same way as others did
volitically, they would bLe expelled. The
clause is absolutely right. Every person em-
ploved in the serviece is entitled to a xote in
electing his representative.

Mr. Munsie: But under the clause they do
not have the right to elect a representative.

Mr. UTNDERWOOD: Yes they have. There
is an amendment on the Notice Paper to cut
that out of it. If is my opinion that the
heads and sub-heads of departments should
met be in  the association. The heads
and sub-heads ocenpy positions similar
to those filled by vnderground managers on
mines, or even a foreman in a boot factory.
When I was in a boot factory I worked under
the hest eonditions obtaining in Aaustralia.
It was a rule in our union that once a man
was appointed foreman he had to leave the
union beeause it would not be fair to the
men that he should be pregent at the meet-
ings and hear what was being discussed. He
was the reprosentative of the other side, It
is not fair, therefore, that heads and sub-
leads of departments, who are really in the
position of managers, or underground man-
agers of mines, should belong to the associa-
tion. When it comes -to a question of ap-
pointing a representative, everyonme in the
service should have a voice in the appoint-
ment, whether he belongs to the association
or not.

Hon. T. Walker: Oh ne. .

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Yes. There are
many civil servants who should not helong to
the association and, on the other hand, we
may strike some sort of issue hke that of
cuusenphon ‘

Nothing of the ‘kind and
the chair «at that

. the

‘in a pohtlcal matter.

‘amzll beginreings.
-join an association is a grave danger fo- hiy
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Ion., T. Walker:
all. .
Mr. GNDERWOOD: The majority can ex-
pel the minority and the mingrity will have
uo voice, whether that minority be right or
not. T regret that the Attorney General was
influenced in regard to altering the clause.
The clanse in the Bill is, in my opinion, the
on¢ that will work best, that is to say that
every employee .in the service, notwithstand-
ing other extraneous conditions, should have
right to vole to appoint hig reple-
sentative.

Mr. O'LOGHIEN: We are not allowed
to anticipate a dgecision on the améndment
mentioned by the hon. member, but when the
time comes for diseussing it, hc may tecewe
a fair volume of suppert. There seems to
be a good deal of ambiguity aboui the . lm-
derstanding arrived at between the Attorney

There is no analogy at

_Ge.neral—-a.nﬂ—the Tepresentatives of the =zer-

vice as to what should be the hasis of this
question. ' It strikes me that the argumeuts.
advanced by the last spéaker eannot earTy
any weight. He haa forecasted that a cer-

‘tain crisis might evemtvate in the future

which would lead to serious trouble, sueh as
the expulsion of a big numbeér becanse that
mmber may not see cye to eye with otncrs
The Civil Service As-
sociation is not a political hedy and never
will be. We should consider the reduction -

"of the percentage mentioned in the BiN and,

above all things, we should eccede that mueh
to an organised body to give it the right to
eleet its own mnominee. After all, thers is
power in the Bill, I dc not say it will be

‘availed of, for a nomince to be :J.ppqinterl

who would not be a representative of the
serviee gemerally. - History has taught 'us .
in the last five terrible yenrs that we should
at all times, if we are to have well ordered
eontrol and discipline, strive for that con-
trol and discipline by the encouragement of

‘organised groups. If we cast our minds back

over the industrial calamities in Austraha.
and in other parts of the world, e see that
the big industrial apheavals ongmated i
A man who refuses to

fellows and to society. He refuses to carry
kiz load which, as a citizen, is cast wpon him,
He refuses to co-operate w1th his fellows to

-seeure a higher standard of comfort and a
-better meode of living. T

have heard the
member for Pilbara and his associates who
now think differently from us, describe a
non-unionist as being worse than 'a garotler,
and the hon. member said he was worse be-

-cause he did not take any risk. A garotter

in attacking a man teok a risk because the
man attacked might be a hetter man than
the garotter. In this ocase, what saerifice
does he make? A man in the service seas
hig fellows stmmg and menrung the risk of
vmt:mlsatlon, giving up nights’ rest and en-
joyment, going out to meetings al)l the time,
negotiating, not for selfish reasoms, but to
try to help others out of a hole. That is the
man who should be encouraged. Legisiatinn
that gives the slightest encouragement to, the
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man who vefuses to ¢o-operate for the cown-
mon gpod is legislation that should not have
the sanction of this House. I am not sor-
prised that the previous speaker should en-
deavour to bolster up the claims of those who
are not always termed men by their fellows
because they refuse to share what should be
their common duty, @ type who are a grave
danger and a menaee for the peaceful work-
ing of an industry.  Our. tfoubles are mum.
crous and varied. Many of the social ape
heavals and industrinl calamities have origi-
-nated beeanse of the sclfishness of perhaps a
small group who have endeavoured. to win all
the privileges they could without making any
sacrifice in the winning of them. There is
not one of them who will refusc to neeept
a grade inerease if that increase is won by
the united effort -of the organised body of the
Civil Service Association. After all, what
can an individual obtain, and what can in-
dividual effort secure? In every walk of
life, whether it be that of the.grower of
wheat, or the grower- of wool, or the
worker in a faetory, or tiwe producer, it
has not Deen possible for them to sne-
ceed, relying om individunal effort. All
over the world we sce cfforts made at
co-operation and re-orgunisation, hecanse in-
dividual eluims, it is recognised, can never
suceeed. [ hope the Attorney General will
accept the amendment. He shakes his head.
He is more foolish than I thought he was.
T put it to him; to his collengues, and to Gov-
ernment supporters, that although they may
not represent the public service by their posi-
tion in the Houge, they have sufficient know-
ledge of human affairs and recent Llistory
to prompt them to believe that only by giving
cucouragement to organised bodies, which
arc in existence for a specific pwrpose, are
they going to secure the desired results. By
holding out encouragement to the individual
- the Government arc goihg to build up a mode
of procedure whieh will canse endless trouble
to any Covermment which is called upon to
admimster the affairs of departments,

The ATTORNEY GENERAT:; The ques- -

tion at issue is not one between unionistas and
non-unionists,

. Mr., O’Loghlen: It is a question of organ-
“ised workers against wasters.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ttisa ques-
tion of getting a fepresentative who is ap-
pointed by those persons who are endeavour-
ing to appeal to the beard, which iz to be
constitnted uwnder this Bill. The suggestion
has been maile that if an election tzkes plice
in accordance with the regulations, the Gov-
ernment would deliberately make such regula-
tions as to prevent an election being held.

Hon. T. Walker? It is a possibility.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is not a
possihility that would oceceur with -any Gov-
ernment occupying this beneh. When regu-
.lations are made, the object is o carry out
the provisions of the Aet. When this Bill en-
franchises certain persons to vote for certain
things, if the regulations do not permit of
that franchise being acted upon, they would
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be declared ultra vires by auy court before
which they eame. It is easy to make reguia-
tions which wonld secure representation on
the board by thoze who are interested .in the
appointment. It has been done since the
Act of 1912 ag regards the present appeal
board. The bosrd that will be constituted
under, this Bill is Yepresentative of the. publie.
service. and -of the Crown, with a Supreme
Conrt judge acting as chairman,, The regula-
tions are being made, and the elections.are
being carried out from the commencement by
the Chiet Electoral Officer. That should prove
that the election can- be satisfactorily, earried
out. under the regulations. <

Mr. O’Loghlen: What is your.objection to
the- amendment? S e )
. The ATTORNEY GENERAL:. There js.no
statute or law which ean control the rules of
either the association or the union. They are
neither of them capable of registration under
the - industrial arbitration court. The rules. °
can be aktered by the will of members. I do
not think there is anything in the rules of the
Teachers’ Union to whick exception can be
taken on the ground that they permit pee-
sons to join as membérs whe are not proper
subjects of the Bill. ‘When dealing with the
Civil Serviece Asgsociation, although no doubt
members desire that it should only eomprise
people who come under the Bill, there is noth-
ing to prevent them from hroadening those

.rules to such an extent as to include any per-

son who is simply engaged in the ordinury
work of State trading eoncerns and working
on day wages. . .

Hon, T. Walker: There iz nothing io.pre-
vent it, but trust their serise as you say your
sense should be trusted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member will find that their rules de permit
of what I suggest being done. Any person
in the public service—anyone appvinted by
the Crown—is eligible for membership, There
ara a few men of the character I have men-
tioned who will ultimately Decome gualified
as members of the permanent eivil service.
Thé association did not objeet to alter their
rules to meet that peint. When it is sug-
gested that the association should have this
power of appointment withont any restric-
tion as to what their rules may be, it must be:
obvious that the time may come when the
persoune] of the association may alter, and
we may have a representative of those per-
soms - who_are entitled to appeal under the
Aet appeinted not by the parties intercsted

but by others who have no interest whatever .

in the concern. . .
My, Willeock: Why do they want to vole?
The ATTORNEY UGENERAL: The ap-

pointment is by the assoeiation. -

Mr. O’Loghlen: Would you agree to the
nominee heing elected by members of the
(vil Serviee Assoeiation who are qualified
to apply under the Bill?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The rules
must be confined to those persons who are
entitled to apply under the Bill. The asse-
ciation is willing to alter its rulés in that re-
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spect.. The only difference between us is that
ultimately the question will arise as to whe-
ther the personnel of 95 per eent. is too
From my point of* view if is not. I
have no objeetion so long as the appointee
represents those who are entitled to apply,
but I ain bound to try to protect the small
minority who may not belong to the associa-
tion ‘or the union.. If the clause goes through
as it stands, we have at any rate a definite
measure providing for the appointment of a
representative, no matter what the constita-
tion of the union or the association may ulti-
mately be. This is further safegnarded by
the proviso I seek to add, that in the event of
the rules being restricted in a liniited way
gufficient for the purposes of the Act and a

satisfactory percentage also being mentioned,

the association or the uinon would have the
right to appoeint a representative. In the eir-

-camstancer:-J rcgret 1. ecannot. agree. to. the .

ainéndment,

Mr. SMITH: Tf the Public Service Aet, to
which reference lias been made, is good en-
oughfor one section of the civil service, it
shonld equally apply to another section. [e-
gulation No. 52 made under the Public Ser-
viee Act lays it down ‘that the Civil Serviee
Asgociation of Western Anstralia shall be

“the channel of communication between the

. public gervice and the Government, and, ex-

eept ag thereafter provided, no objection or
complaint or other communication from any

other orgmmed body of the public’ serviee -

will be received, Tf the Civil Service Associa-
tion of Westetn Anstralia, under the Public
Serviee Aet, receives that hall mark -of reeog-
nition, surel) the association should also be
good enough in respect of the Bill now before
us,
Hon. T. Walker:
algument
SMITH: This s peted well in the
pasf, and there is mo reason, why it should
not do so in the fntore. The Attorney
General is. fnghtcnecl lest the Civil Service

That is -the key t»o the

. Association is going te put up someonc to

- right to appoint their

vepreseat them who will be detrimental to
the interests of the Government. The
c¢hairman of the Board will be a Supreme
Court judge, and thé Gavernment have the
withont .consulting anyone. In fact, they
have two representatives ob the bo'lrd

Hon. T. Walker: That is why it will not
sticeeed. .

The Atiorney General: Do you suggest
that the judge will represent thc Govern-
ment?

Mr, SMITH: I do not say that, but he is
going ito see that nothing detrimental to
the Government passes.

The . Attorney CGeucral: Nothing of the
kind. He will act as a judge.

- Mr. SMITH: I maintain that the appoint-

ment of a judge and a direet representative .

of the Government will give the Attorney
Genecal that seenrity which he iz so anxions
to get. We have heard that 98 per cent. of
the servme belong to the association,
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Mr. Uuderweod: Why growl about the
other two per cent.f-

Mr. Mungie: Why give the two per cent.
the right to put the representative on the
board?

Mr. TUnderwood: They . have
shanee, bave they not?

Mr. Munsie: Under this Bi]ll they have,

The CHATRMAN: Ozder!

Mr. SMITH: The other two per cent, 1
take it, can join the assoeiation if they de-
gire. Ag they have not exercized the privi-
lege of doing so, it may be taken that they
have abondoned any right to vote for the

a_ - good

appointment of any representative on -the

board.

Hén. W. C. Angwin:
their mates.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

My, SMITH: If the idea of the Govern-
ment- ‘Were- put. into- practice, .how wounld. it
be possible for the two per eent. to have an
effective vofe in sclecting a representative?
For it docs not follow that all of the twe
per cent, wouid hold the same views.

Mr. Robinson: What do you wish to do?

Mr. SMITH: Merely to Slmphfy the pro-
vigion.

Mr, Underwood Tt is sunp]e as it stands.

Mr. SMITH: It is not, nor is it as agreed
wpon. The Gowernmnent, When they made the
settlement with the pubhc servants, had it
in mind that they weve going to allow the
association to appoint their own representa-
tive on the appeal board. Therve ean be no.
doubt about that. -It was elearly agreed
that the appeal board should be appointed
and that the assoeration shonld have a re-
presentative thereon,

Mr. Munsie: That
‘fGazette’’ notice.

Mr. Rohinson: If you .did that, it would
naot represent the persons who did not be-
]ong to the association. )

. SMIITH: At the utmost -only two per
oe.nt of the pnblic service would not be
rapresented. 1 hope the amendment will be
earried, for if wili simplify the provision
and avoid frietion with, the service, which
is the main object of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Reference
lias Beei made to the ‘°Gazdtte’’ notiee by
which the first board was appointed. The
explanation is this: it was desirable both in
the interests of the (lovernment and of the
service and the teachers that a hoard ahoeuld
be appointed immediately. In order to avoid
the delay involved in the conducting of
an eleetion, it was suggested by the Govern-
ment that on this first board the representa-
tives of the service should be appointed bi
the association. That i§ why the first board
was .constituted as it is. Tt had nothing
whatever to do with the ultimate appoint-
ment of the board which will come into
existence in February next. '

Mr. MUNBIE: The Aftorney Gencral
says the temporary board was appointed to
save time. Kvén if my amendment is car-
ried, the-time limit of three months is still

They are loafing on

was . clear in  the
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in the Bill; and irrespective of whether or
not the Government make regulations, if wa
give the Civil Service Associafion the right
to nominate or to eleet their representative
on the beard, they will see to it that it is
done by ballot. Provision for this could e
inserted in the Bill if it is thought that therc
is any chance of some little clique nominat-
ing to the board somchedy who has not the
support of the majority. Thé executive of
the association would not dare to make an
appgintment fo the hoard without consulting
the rank and file, After zll, the Bill is to
take the place, in relation to the service, of
thé Arbitration Court to an industrial union.

Mr. Hudson:
regulated by the' Arbitration Aect. .

Mr. MUNSIE; And the Bill takes the
place of thé Arbitration Act, TUnder the
Bill the Governor-in-Council has power to
make regulations.

Mr. Hodson:
tion. )

Mr. MUNSIE: I want to see the Civil
Service Association and the teachers’ union
invested with the right to -say who their re-
presentative on the board shall be, If the
Civil Service Association and the teachors’
union wanted Parliament to say who the Gov-
ernment representative was to be, is it likely
that the Goverument wquld agree to that?

The Minister. for Mines: Rather,

Mr, MUNSIE: The Government would not
brook any interference.  Why, then, should
" the Government desire to interfere with the
nominee of the Civil Service Aggoeiation and
the teachers’ wnion®

The Minister for Mines: We do not.

Mr. MUNBIE: Then, why draft a Bill
like this?

The Minister for Mines:
of a lack of foresight.

Not to govern the associa-

It is evidenee

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not know that it ig
even that. T believe it has been deliberately
done.

The Minister for Mines: For what pur-
pose?

Mr, MUNSIE: I want to see the same
concessions given to those two organisations
as are given to ordinary trades unions. Who
is going to represent that small minority who
are not members of either the Civil Service
Association or the teachers’ union? There
are only two per cent. of them.

Mr. Underwood: Then why growl about
them?

'Mr. MUNSIE: I do not want them to
have representation while the others have
not.

Mr.
have!

Mr. MUNSIE: Unpder the. Bill they have
every ehance, and partieularly in respect of
the teachers. Suppose the clause were to
pass ag it stands, what position would we be

Underwood: A nice chance they

in? TUnder this provision deputies would be -

appointed in ease of sickness. I do mot want
the chairman of the hoard or the Governor-
in-Couneil to have the right to say who
the deputies shall be. The Civil Serviee

But the indvstrial union is:
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Association and the teachers should have
that right exclusively. If mneither amend-
ment i carried, who will the president of the
board look to for the appointment of a de-
puty? Who but a gentleman net a membur
of the teachers’ nnion would get the job, and
why should he get it? Merely hecause of his
position.. T hope the Conmnittee will-agres
to. my« amendment, which simply means giv-
ing fo the Civil Serviee Association and to
the' teachers’ uniom the right to nominste
their own reprfesentative on the hoard. .
The - MINISTER FOR MINES: I have

‘listened to the member-for Mannans in the

htope that he would set the examplo which he

‘asked other members to set, namely, explain
:the reason why he desired the amendment.

Mr. Munsie: Because T
minority represented. .
The MINISTER FOR MINES: - Are we
here te legislate for a section or for the
whole? Ti we ask the whole of the civit
servants to comply with certain laws, the

did not want the

whole of the eivil servants should be entitled

fo representation on.any hoard that deals-
with their disputes. I was -personally ro

sporisible for the recognition of the - Givil

Service Association.  If the hon. member
looks at the Wotice Paper, he will find that
provision is made that so long s the associa-
tion is a substantial organisation, it shall
have the elegtion of the representative,. bus
e ingist that it shall he a substantial or-
ganisation Defore we disfranchise any mein-
ber who has to abide by the decision of the
board. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have alterad
your opinions very greatly. ’ ..
, The MINISTER FOR MINES: T have
not altered them in the slightest degrec. T
never was in favour of compulsory unionism.

Mr. Munsie: I am not either.

The MINISTER FORE MINES: The hon.
member i3 moving in the direction of gom-
pelling men who desire to get fair treatment
to become members of one organisation ot
the other.

Mr. OLoghlen: Ts not it the right thing
for a man to join up?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That i3
not before the House. If I were a civil ser-
vant, I would be a member. I would take
a promingnt part in the nssociation and
would probably make it a better association
than it is, but that has nothing to do with
the BRill. We merely provide that, in the
event of the nsseciation representing a eer-
tain percentage of the memhbers of the ser-
vice who come under the Act, they may ap-
point their representative on the board., 1L
do not think either the Bill as it stands or
the ainendment will materially affect: the
actual appointment of the representative, but
there is a principle underlying it, TIf we
make a law, we shonld not digfranchise the
persons who have to comply with the law.
1 have a Bill in draft and am including
word for word a proposition emanating from
the Trades Hall ir connection with the ap-
peal hoard as affecting the railway em-
ployees, There was never a suggestion from
the organisation that the suggestion of the
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member for Hamnans shoulkl be introduced in
cenneetion with their appeal board. They
ask that the railway men entitled to repre-
scutation shall vote for the representative.
They do not songgest that the Locomotive
Engine Drivers® Union should appoint a re-
presentative or that the W.A. Government
Railway Employees’ Union should appoint a
representative.  They suggest that the dif-
ferent sestions of the railway staff shall, in
the prescribed manner, record a vote for the
clection of the representative.

Mr, Willcock: All they are deing is to
rectify an anomaly which has existed for
years.

The MINIBTER FOR MINES: Then the
member for Geraldton knows nothing abount
it.

Mr., Willeock: Yes, 1 do.

Houn. T. Walker: What has that te do
with this Bill?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Probably
the member for Kanowna caunot see past
this particular eclanse. Even in recogmised
trades union civeles there has mot been a
suggoestion that, hecanse a man is not a mem-
Ler of the union, he should be disfranchisad
in connection with the clection of a vepre-
seitative on the board by whose decision he
has to ahide,

Mr. Muousie: Ifas the nou-unionist o say
in the represeniation on the Arbitration
Court? e las not.

Hgy. T. Walker: That is a parallel case.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yo, it is
not. ‘Should we disfronchise those whoe do
pot belong to the Civil Bervice Assoeiation
dr to the Tcachers’ Union! Does the mem-
ber for Hannans- fear that the 2 per cent.
will influence the remaining 98 per cent.?
© Mr, Smith: Why not stick to the bargain
made by the Government?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No such
bargain was made by the Government.

Mr. O'Loghlen: 1Vould not recoguition
lead to a better understanding?
The CHAIRMAN: Qrder!

for Mines has the {loor.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
nn question of recogmition,  The very faet
that we are providing for a certain percent-
age of membership is an evidenre of rccog-
nition, and that iz a gtop further than we
went in 1913,

Mr, O’Loghlen:
pened since then.

The MINISTENR FOR MINES: In 1913
we first gave the association recognition. Now
we are proposing to put it ju an Aet of Par-
liament. If that is not a step forward what
is?

Mr. Muonsie: Does this give them that re-
cognition?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: TUnques-
tionably. T am coming to the amendment.

Mr. Munsie: That is not before the Chair,

The MINISTKR FOR MINES: The Min-
ister in charge of the Bill has placed an
amendment on the Notice Paper, and this
must be aceepted prima faele as portion of
the Bill. While we have gone a step forward
in our recognition of the Givil Serviee Asgo-

The Minister

Lots of things have lap-
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ciation and the Teachers’ Union, we provide
a safeguard that a man who is not & mem-
ber of the association shall not be penalised
by being denied & say in the appointment of
a representative on the appeal board.

Mr, Bmith: Why did not you put that in
the Public Serviee Act, Regulation 52%

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The regu-
lation has nothing to do with the Aet.

Mr. Smith: It is made nnder the Act.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
an entirely different thing., Parliamentary
sanction is necessary to amend an Act of
IParliament, but a vegulation can be put
through or amended by BExecutive Couneil
Here we provide that the Civil Serviee Asso-
ciation ond the Teachers’ Union are recog-
njsed bodics.

Ilon. T. Wulker: And yet cannot be trusted
to appoint their own represemtatives.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not the question at all. Would it be right to
say to the community that, beeanse a few
people did not support a certain organisation,
they should he vefused the right to go to the
poll?  Would it be right for the TFarmers
andl Settlers’ Agsociation to say that farmers
must join their onion or should be denied the
right tv vote for a representative?

Alr. Chesgon: You say that with the mincrs
now,

The MINISTIER FOR MINES: No, we ddo |
not. We have miners’ uniens, Chambers of
Mines, and (hambers of Commerce, hut still
we are entitled to insist that there shall be
no interference with the proper representu-
tion of everyhody.

Hon. . Walker: On that ground you
ghould. have 1o objeetion to a Chinaman or
a lunatic voting.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T would
net deny that certain lunatics do vote, for,
after all, who iz to be the judge of a man’s
ranity? It is a question of degree.

Hon, T, Walker: Stick to the Chinaman.

Mr, Underwood: All adults have a vote.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Quite so.
Here we recognise an organisation and pro-
vide that, so long as it has a certain per-
centage of membership, it shail have the right
to make 2 direct appointment.

Mr. Monsie: 1f the Fanners’ and Settlers’
Agociation is electing a direetor of a co-
operative eoneern, does it give a vote to 2
farmer, who is not a member of the assoecia-
tion ¢

The MINISTER FOR MENES: That is a
diffvrent proposition.

Mr. Munsie: Tt is the same prineiple as is
laid down in this Bill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We do not
provide that every farmér shall be a member
of a co-operative society and shall abide by
its {lecisious.

Mr, Willcock: Yes; what about the wheat
pool?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In the case
of the wheat pool every farmer is on the
same footing, but we do not provide that, if
a co-operative society is formed, every farmer
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shall be compelled to deal through that orgun-
igation, .

Hon. T, Walker: Neither is.there anything
in this amendment in the nature 6f eompul-
gion.

The MINISTER F'OR MINES: Of course
there is. ‘ .

" Mr. Munsie: There is no suggestion of ¢oin-
pulsion’ whatever. e ‘

The MINISTER FOR MINES; It is either
compulsion or disfranchisement, It must be
one or the other, The ¢ivi] servants are in a
different position from the people outside.
The very nature of the Public Service Act
exemplifies that. A civil servant is employed
practically for life. Once a man énters the

service he generally continues there through’

life, and i8 therefore entitled to better pro-
tection. An engineer in private employment
cannot get an appeal board if he ig dismigsod;
he has to accept dismissal. 'In the public
service the employees have the right to better
protection.

Hon. T. Walker: The engineer has the
Arbitration Court to appeal to, ’

The MINISTER FOR MINES; We take
the view. that, having granted an appeal
board, we give it to the whole of the public
-service and 1ot to 2 section. I would not care
if the association represémted 99 per cent.
of the public serviece, the one per cent. shorld
not be disfranchised. Are the 99 per ceat.
afraid of the one per cent? If it came to a
question of trying by Act of Parliament to
maintain #n organisation which waa dying,
there might be gsome ground for the amend-

- ment, but there is no sign of decay in either

the Civil- Serviee Asaociation or the Teachers’
Union. "We say that, simply because a man
declines to be a member of one organisation
or the other, he ghall mot be disfranchised
from having a sy in the election of 2 board
which he has to obey. In all branches of
employment there is sich a thing as vietimi-
sation. : .

"Hon: W..C. Angwin: The measure provide
against that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I kuvow,
but only to the point that the Govern-
ment or the head of the department
ghall not vietimise, : There is nothing
to #pecify that, becanse a man is not
a member of one organisation or the
other, he may be vietimised. I have heard
the member for Kanowna make out a betier
case for victimisation on many oceasions.
Even in a case of that sort we are entitled
to give him fair consideration. If there waa
unanimity in the serviee there would be no
need to discuss it from this peint of view,
but there is a difference of opinion as to the
attitude that should be adopted and as to
that which was adopted during the strike.
Many of the civil servants recoguise that
they must remain taembers of the associa-
tion, but are not satisfied with the conduct
of affairs. The Civil Service Association
can well represent’the publie service, but I
am not going to say that it should be
trusted, without any ‘restrictions or control,
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to disfranchise any section of the public-ser-
viee.

Mr. OLoghlen:
they “take a ballot.
quired, ’
 The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the position now, hbut instead of the eivil
servants ¢onducting a ballot amongst their
own members that ballot is conduéted
ainongst the whole of the serviee.

Mr, Johnston: And the Civil Serviee As-
sociation should get its nominee. ,
"The MINISTER FOR MINES: No oue
suggests otherwise, I

eivil servants without undermining tlie in-
fluence of the. Civil

long as they have a suvfficient number of
¢ivil servants as members of that organisa-
tion.

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: The civil secvants
should have gone to the Arbitration Court.

There is an important principle at stake in:.

regard to this clause, and that is the prin-
eiple of affirming an honourzble undertak-
ing entered inte by the Goverrment with
the Civil Service Association. The Attorney
General told us before tea that the very
words proposed to be put into the Bill to-
night were in the draft Bill that went be-
fore - the association.
Bill contgined all the points agreed upon
between the association and the Government,
but T am now informed that the Bijll hag
been altered since that agreement was. en-
tered into, and that the arrangement ‘made
is not now expressed in the Bill. At the
eleventh hour, therefore, the Government
have altered certain provisions, which is.
neither fair mor hononradble.

The Minister for Mines:
rect.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have before me
a circular letter signed by the secretary of
the Civil Bervice Association, which states
that these words were contained in the Bill
a3 agreed to with the Attorney General on
the 23rd August last. The Attorney. Gen-
eral informed the member for Perth that the

'That ia met eor-

words had appeared in the draft Bill which

went to the agsociation. )
The Minister for Mines: We do ugt draft
the Bills. o
Mr. Munsie: That is what the agreement
wag made on. L ‘
The, Premier: There was no agreement
made. . . i ’ .
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The fact that the

:words appeared in the Bill as _originally

drafted supports the evidence which' I have
here in the eircular letter. There was an
honourgble understanding entered  into.
There are several clauses in the Biil I should
like to vote against, but T promised the
Government that I would support their
honourable nndertaking’ by my vote-in the
Houss. . DU

The Premier: We will give you back your
promise.

Pat in a provise that
Nothing more is re-

In these circumstarces -
Wwe are protecting all the interests of thé.

Service Asgociation. -
- They can still have a noninee appointed so

I thought that the
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Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I do not enter into *

an undertakmg to-day and break it to-
morrow. It is the duty of the Government,
having entered inte that honourable under-
standing, to leep to it. That is the only
principle at stake in the amendment. It
was a bm'gam made by the Government
when the eivil servants went back to work.

M., Underwood: Was this Bill drafted
then? )

Hon, W, ¢. ANGWIN: There was a Bill
drafted then.

The Attorney General: No, not then. Tt
was not presented as approved by Cabinet
at the time.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: This was the hon-
ourable understanding entered into. -

Mr. Troy: Cabinet was responsible for
the alteration.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When two parties

‘agree on-a number of points, no one else
cap alter that agreement .

The Minister for Mines: That agreement
was made . after the service went baek to
work:

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN They went back
to work on the agréement that was entéred
into, . -

The Minister for Mines: ‘ What ‘agroe-
mentd . )
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN. There it no

Qoubt - that the Bill was drafted in accord-
ange with the agreement entered imto. T
thought the eclauses of the Bill wonld be
along the lines of the honourable tnderstand-
ing arrived at. Is it fair to ‘alter the agree-
ment at the eleventh hour?t ’

- The ‘Minister for Mmes.
tered? . .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tha Mnuster ean-

‘What was al;

" . mot biyff me,

The Minister for Mines: You #alk dbout

" .an agreement. as though an agreement was

- made before the stnke terminated.
Hou: W. C, ANGWIN: Tt was an agree-
. ment ind . the _eireular letter affirms it and

t.he “Attoriiey Genera.l albo aﬂirms -what T

have said.

The Attomey Genetal:
all you have safd.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Atiorney
Gendral gaid that a Bill had been drafted
under. which the Civil Seérvice Assgociation
"ehowla’ appomt a representahvc, and that
_they had teceived a draft of this Bill. These
statements Tiave now been confirmed. Seeing
that the (overnment came to this arange-
ment they should embody it in the Bill. Tt

_has-been the ecostomr to recognise the asso-
cigtion in the past, and thia is shown by the
regulgtions which have beéen framed dealing
with it. Tt was évidently the intention. of
the Government to edrry on the gystem
which has been in vogue for some years. The
Ggvernment have now varied the understand-

_ ing arrived at, and it is their duty to adkere

to it.

Mr. FOLEY: I do not lmow what under-
taking was entered into between the Govern-
ment and the eivil service, but I should like
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to know if the Government inténd to have
individual bargaining between - individinl
civil servants, or whether their idea is to
deal collectively with the service as 'a whole.
If the amendment as ‘forecasted by the At-
torney Gieneral is put into effect, it will mean
individual bargaining. I believe, however, in
eollective bargairing. The amendment moved
by the member for Hannans means that
there will be somebody responsible for the
prevention of strikes, and the best body for
this purpese is the Civil Serviee Ascsociation
as a whole. There will be much more anie-
able working between the civil service as an
association than hetween the civil service as
individualz and the Government. The Gov-
ernment should not fear the Civil Bervice
Agsociation.

The Minister for Mines:

We do not.
Mr. FOLEY:

Then they should recognise

“that body as being representative of the

* civil service.

The Minister for
chise the balance?

Mr. FOLEY: When the queéstion as to
whether there was to be a strike or not was
disenssed, no doubt the members of the ser-
vice were consulted, but if that were not 80,
there is no doubt t.hat. the whole of the sder-
vice fell in with the idea of the executive.

The Minister for Mines: They did not.

Mr. FOLEY: They did, becausé they left
their work-—every one of them almest.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Government are mére
concerned about the half-dezen, who did not.

Mr. FOLEY: I am not concerned about
those half-dozen, although I publiely ex-
pressed my opinion against the strike, How-
ever, when the strike took Place, thers was
not a pubhe gérvant in this State who did
not recognise the Civil Service Association,
and that assoéiation should be reeogmsed
now thut the trouble is over. All rigk of

Mines: And disfran-

Government is mot at ai end, and there
should be gome body representa,tlve of the
public service in future negotiations. And
what ‘better body eould there be for that

© Purpose ‘thzni & body representing the union

of publm servants? The Civil Service Asgo-
‘clatfon ¢in be trusted to eleet a fit reire-
Hentative on the Woard, I soggest that the
Govermnent ititroduce into this Bill a -clatise
making it impossible for the publie sérvants
to go on strike, or making it a erime for
them to do so. That should foliow upon the
giving to the public servants of the right

_to alect & representative on the board.

Hon. T. WALEER: I am at a loss to
know what the Government are afraid of as
regards the elections to the board. I
listehed to the férvour of the Minister for
Mines, but I edrry my mind back to the time
when he was ch1eﬂy responsible for giving
statua to the Civil Service Asgociation, for
recognising them =s a distinetive body quah
fied to speak on behalf of the public serviee.
I quote from. the Public Service Regulations
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dating hack to the days of the Secaddan
Government— . . .

The Civil Service Association, 'shall be
the chanuel of communication between the
public service and the Government, and,
uxcept as hereinafter provided, no petition,
eomplaint, or other communication from
any other organised body of public ser-
vants will be received; provided that sub-

- organisations will be recognised on the
Ffolowing conditions: (a) That the mem-
bers are also members of the association;
(b) That any petition, complaint, or other
commnunication of a sulr-organisation shall
he trangmitted to the proper authority
through the medivm of the association;
provided also that it shall be the duty of
the association to forward anmy petition or
complaint or other communication of a

sub-organisation withont any undue delay’

to the proper aunthority with such eom-

ment thereon, if any, as to the association

may seem fit,

The Minister for Mines: May I interpret
that? That was to prevent separate organ-
isations entering the field.

Hon. T. WALKER: Quite so. It was e
prevent division, to prevent these in and
those ont quarrelling with each other. It
was to make one recognised channel of comg
munication, to make onc recognised body
that shonld be the voice of the association
and of the whole of the public service.

The Minister for Mines: Did you prevent
eny individual publie servant from approach-
ing you? _

Hon. T. WALKER: Never. And npeither
will the am@ndment have sueh an effect.

The Minister for Mines:
disfranchises the individual,

Hon. T. WALKER Not at all. What does
the Bill propose? That all membhers of the
public service shall be entitled to appeal,
and that all shall be heard whether they
belong to the association or ‘do not belong
to it.  But when it ecomes to preparing the

case and appointing a representative who:

-shall hear the case, then the recognised organ,
the recognised imstitution, shall do the ballot-
ing and elect a representative of not only
the association but the whole service. Every
member of the public service is entitled to
have his voice heard, is entitled to an
appeal. It is now only a question of the
machinery of getiing a representative of the
whole of the Bmerviee. Are those whe. are
not members of the association to appoint?
The association represents, in its election,
the whole of the public service. No one is
disfranchised. The amendment disfranchises
no one. Tt simply recognises a hody which
already exists, whieh is an organised body,
and which therefore has at its disposal
machinery for the election of a representa-
tive of the whole of the gervice, not of any
section.

The Minister for Mines: No. Only of it
own members,

Hon. T. WALKER: Nothing of the kind.
- What objeet ean the Government have in

The amendment °
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resisting this amendment? The paltry fact
that therc may be two per cent. of the public
service 1ot members of the associationf

The FPremier: 'Surely 98 per cent. would
not he afraid of two per cent.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is not a matter of
fear of any two per cent. on’the part of the
public servants. What they are afraid of
is the recognition by the Government of the
right of some public servants to stznd out-
side the association, and to carry out the
poliey that is introduced everywhere of
lividing workers and organisations, dividing
them up, splitting them into sections, That
is the object. ]

The Minister for Mines: It is the object
of the amendment.

Hon. T. WAT:KER: The hope of the Gov-
ernment is that the two per cent. will in-
crease and multiply, so to speak, that the
two per cent. will stand aloof, wnder the
shelter of the Government, and ignore what
is admitted by the regulations of past Gov-
erminents to be the organised, established,
recoguised hody of communication between
the Government and the public servants,
The objeet is to emcourage division in the
ranks, to encourage what would in vulgar
Pparlance be called the scahs to stand aloof,
vnder ithe aegis and protection of the
paternal Government of the hour. Theat is
what it sgems like. :

Mr. Underwood: That is what the anti-
couseriptionists did. ‘ -

Hon. T. WALKER: I would advise the
hon. memher to get medical advice. What
are the Goyernment afraid of?

The Attorney General: Nothing.

Hon. T. WALKER: Then why not trust
the organigation which they recogniset

The Minister for Mines: What are you
afrail of? Why not trngt the whole of the
serviee?

Hon, T. WALKER: All that this side is
fighting for to-night is to keep faith with
the orgnnisation that originated this Bill.

The Atterney General: The hon. member
does not know what he is talking about.

Hon. T. WALEKER: Those words are
easily said. .

The Attorney General: And they are true.

Hou, T. WALKER:; Especially when they
are sgid in the snobbish mauner. that the up-

-ntart. defender of demoeracy on that side of

the Chamber adopts. . .

The Attorney General: Dioes the hon, mem-
lier feel relieved? E

Haon, T. WALEER: I do not feel relieved
at listening to any ndterance or interjection
of the hon. member, who geta on my nerves
rvery time I hear him spluotter, The Attorney
(General tells me T know nothing abont it.
Do the public service know anything about
it? Those who entered into the contract with
the hon. member; are they to be taken as
ignoramuses? This is what they have
said—

The amendments sought are in no way
in confliect with the general understanding
arrived at with the Government, and it is
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hoped they will appreciate their reasonable-
ness and support them.

That is in reference to one of the amend- .

ments proposed by the member for Hannans.
Then here 'is another statement from the sec-
“retary, to-the effect that this very amendment
was in the original Bill. They say further—
. This is in aecordance with the actual
wording of the ‘Bill as agreed to with the
- Attorngy General on the 23rd August,
‘The Attorney Geperal cannot deny it. Those
vary words were in the original Bill.  He
bhas to ndmit it. Is it of no value to preserve
the: good opinion and repect and confidence
of those who entered into the contraet?
" The Premier: It was not a’contract.

Hon. T. WALKER: It was, and it has
new materialised in the. shape of the Bill.
But in. redrafting the Bill ‘the wording,
which was assented to by the parties, was
“departed from. -Does it speak well for the
future that we should depart from our

pledged: word? Is it likely to lead to peaee_

with the civil servica? .

-The Prémier: We shall never have peace
with a few of them.

Hon. T. WALKER: But those few seem
. to find favour with the Government while

" the great body are ignored.

The Minigter for Mines: That is not so.

Hon, T, WALEER: But it iy, You are
asking that 4¢he few shall stand out and be
protected by the Government. Is it to the
advantage of the Government to say to the
" associatidn, ‘*No, you shall not be trusted
-with’ the appomtment of the representative
Is that likely
to lead to peace? It is enraging them from
the very beginning, it is providing grounds
for future trouble. The way to seftle the
trouble is to stiek to the bargain made on
the 23rd August last and pass the Bill in its
originally agreed upor form.

- Mr. Pickering: Peace at any price,

Hon. T. WALKER: The hon. member
knows neither peace nor pnee We must re-
spect a body which, we have given importanes
to, which we have giver responsibility to by
regulation, and to do thizs we must accept
the amendment of the member ‘for Hannans,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-—
That progress: be reported. ’

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .- . .. 20
Noes .. .. .. 14
Majority for .. 6
AYES.

. Mr, Angelo Mr. Nairn
Mr, Broun Mr, Pickering
Mr. Davies Mr. Plesse
Mr. Draper Mr. Robinson
Mr. Durack Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Foley Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hudson Mr, Thoinson
Mr, Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mitehell Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Money (Teller.)
Mr. Mullany
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Mr. Angwin Mr. Smith
Mr. Brown Mr. Troy
Mr. Chesson . Mr. Walker
Mr. Green Mr. Wikicock
Mr, Jones Mr. Wheon
Mr, Lutey Mr. O9'Loghlen )
Mr, Munsie (Teller.)
Mr. Rocke

Motion thus passed,
Progress reported.

BILL—PARLIAMENT (QUALIFICA-,
TION OF WOMEN),
Sccond Reading.
Order of the Day read forsthe resumpt:on

of the dehate from T7th September

v

Question put. .

Mr. SPEAKER:' The passmg of the ques-
tion ‘requires an absglute majority of tha
House, I have counted the House and I find
there is an absolete majority present. How-
ever, a8 there was- one dissentient voice, I
must call for a division.

Bells vung, the House divided, Mr. Piek-
ering alone going to the left.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am satisfied that there,
is an absolute majority of the House on the
right, se I will not appoint tellers. I de-
clare the question ecarried.

Question passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committes.

My, Stobbs in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill. -

Clavse 1--agreed to.

Clause 2—Capacity of women to be mem-
bers of Parliament:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There has
been an omission from subelause 2 of this
elause, and I desire to rectify that omission.
The subelanse provides for the omission of
the word ‘‘person’’ from certain sections of
the Congtitution Act Amendment Aet, but
the words ‘‘from Section 3" have been
omitted from paragraph (a} of the sub-
tlause, and it is these words that I desire to
have inserted. I move an amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (a) of Bub-
clange 2, after *‘‘omitting,’’ the words
““from Seetion 3’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
smended agreed to.

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21.
In Commiftee of Supply.

Resumed from 23rd Septembor; Mr. Foley
in the Chair,
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Vote—Legislative Assembly, £1,745:

Mr. TROY: I desire to draw -attention {o
the salary being paid to officers of this As-
sembly and to the officials in the serviee o1
this Parliament. I am endeavouring to make
amends for something for which I am re-
spensible in respect o the salary of the Clerk
of the Agsembly. When I was ‘elecled
Speaker, Mr. Grant succeeded Mr. Lee Steere
as Clerk of the Assembly, and at that time
the salary of the clerk was £600; Mr. Lee
Steere drew that salary from 1003 to 1811—
£450 as Clerk and £150 48 Librarian. When
Mr. Grant took office he agreed, at my sug-
gestion and for the time being, to accept a
lesser amount on the understanding that his
salary was to be increased on the first .oppor-
tonity, Mr. Grant’s galary hgs remained at
£550. altogethsr, since 1911, Yet he has done
the very same work that Mr. Lee Steere did
during the whole time that Mr. Lee Steere
was Clerk of the Assembly. If is surprisihg
to me that no attempt has been made to in-
crense Mr. Grant’s salary hefore this, I
suppose the Speéaker would be guite willing
. to assist in this direction, but probably he
thought it would not meet with the approval
of the House.
given befors I resigned the Speakerphip but
for the fact that war broke out and every-
one felt compelled to make some saerifice.
Now there bas been a general movement in
regard to salaries, and while an increase is
not possible on the pregent Estimates, I feel
it is due to me o put forward the plea that
the Clerk should be paid the salary of the
officer he succeeded.

Mr. ROBINSON: The time has arrivéd
when consideration should be given by all
parties in the House to the gmestion of uni-
formify. At the present time we have a
Federal assessment staff and a State valua-
tion and assessment staff. We also have
local authorities doing similar work, and in
some instances the same assessment of valua-
tions is made use of, while in other instances
it is not. Some years ago, when Mr. Scaddan
was Premier, a motion was brought before
the House dealing with the question of uni-
{form valuations. :

The Premier: We are dealing now with
the Legislative Assembly vote.

The CHATRMAN: The general discus-
gsion on the Estimatés is finished. The Com-
mittee. are now diseussing the items of
**Division 3, Legislative Assembly.”’

‘Mr. ROBINSON: Then I may not earry
on the discussion I had started. T was not
aware that the general debate had closed.
However, T "will have an opportunity of re-
ferring to the matter when the Treasurer’s
Estimates are before the Commitiee.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: With regard to the
question raised by the member for Mt. Mag-
net, all T can say is that what he has in-
formed the Committes iz in accordance with
the facts. The former Clerk of the Assembly
drew the same salary as the present Clerk,
but he drew £50 a year more as librarian
than the present Clerk is drawing, which

The incréase would have been,
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made his remuneration £50 a year more. The
Library Committee would have te put that
extra £50 on the Estimates. If we increase
the salary of the Clerk or the Clerk Assistant
of the Agsembly, we would have to increase
the galaries of the officers in another place.
That i3 laid down in the Comstitution, To
get over the difliculty, the salary attached to
the Librarian’s position made the salary of
the Clerk of the Assembly higher than that
of the Clerk of the Council. Y diseussed this.
matter with the President of the Couneil
who is Chairman of the Library Committee
and also with the Treasurer, but we did not
arrive at a decision to place the increassd
amoupt on the Estimates. When the mem-
ber for Mt - Magnet was Spesker, he ins
tended to inerease the Clerk’s salary by £50,
but the outbrezk of war and the desire to
curtail expenditure acepunted for that not
being done, This has heen the only year
since the war when the matter could be con-
sidered. The rémuneration all over Aus-
tralia. and in other parts of the world has
been very largely increased during the last
two years, and I am gorry, that 1 was mot.in
& position to recommend the inerease in this
case. What the member for Mt. Magnet said
is perfectly correct, and I hope that whoever
occupies the position of Speaker next year
will be able to make provision whereby -the
Clerk shall receive the same remuneration as
his predecessor received. 4

The PREMIER: I entirely agree with the
remarks made with regard to the Clerk of
the Assembly. I agrec that the salary is
much smaller than ia paid for similar posi-
tions in other States. For some time we have
preached and practised economy. I was giad
to hear the expression of opinion from mem-
bers because T know it is within the province
of the Committee to @etermine what shall be
done with regard to the votes we are now
diseussing. Unless I hear somsthing to the
contrary I shall take it as an indieation from
the Committee that this salary should be in-
creased to the amount paid to the former
clerk in 1911, Tt must be very diffieult for
a man to make both ends meet on the salary
now paid, particularly for a married man.

Mr. WILSON: May I suggest alsp that,
when the Premier is going into the matter,
he should consider the Clerk Agsistant, the
Chief Messenger and office clerk, and in fact
all officers. They should bs increased in the
same proportion as civil servanta have besn
increased,

Mr, PICKERING: I support the remarks
made with regard to the Clerk of the As.
sembly and the Clerk Agsistant The latter
officer lagt year suffered a reduetion of £50
because of the transfer of the position of
secretary of the House Committee to an-
other officer. I trust the Premier will con-
sider the matter when the next Estimates are
being framed. :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We are repeatedly
told that this House has power to deal with
these officers, but apparently we have no
powear to deal with them on the Estimates.
The Houmge Committee have certain power,
but if they increased the expenditure, they
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would probably ' receive a rap over the
knuckles from the Treasurer. I believe that
the House Commitiee would be willing to
pay increased salaries if the funds were
available.
Mr. O’Loghlen: The officers do not come
under the control of the House Committee.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier said
they did. ‘When comparing their salariea
with the salaries paid both ingide and out.
gide the civil service, the officers of ° this
House are not remunerated commensurately
with the cost of living at the present time.
In fact, owing to the increased costs, they
have gone back 60 to 70 per cent. -~ Almoat
everyone elge has received increases, We
. members could not live on £300 a year, and
I am sure the clerka cannot do so. 1 hope
the Premier will go into the matter with the
Speaker and, without waiting for 12 months
to elapsa, will consider the posgition of the
whole of the officers.
' 'Mr, LUTEY: While I admit that the
Clerk of fthe Assembly must poasess high
qualifications and have a good knowledge of
congtitutional law, and that £500 ‘or £600 a
‘year would be little enough remumeration, T
am more concerhed dbout those on the lower
rungs of the ladder.

1tein—Messengers, one at £150, one at £52,
two at £24—£250:

Mr. JONES: I wish to call attention to
the seandalous and sweating wages which we
pay our messengers. I do not know whether
it is much vse discussing this question, but
it would not be fair to allow the item to
pass without making an appeal to the Gov-
ernment to raise the salaries .of the messen-
gers, There can be no doubt that the hours
they are working and -the salary they
are receiving are not a credit to the legisla-
ture, 1 subwit in all humility to the Govern-
ment that, if they are unable to rraise the
salary of these messengers, they should pay
them overtime while the House is sitting.
They are here until midnight and 1 a.m,, and
they should receive extra remuneration for it.
It is not a fair thing to expect any youth
acting a8 messenger in thizs House to work
until midnight or after for £1 a week, The
fact that they get their tea is merely a
negligible quantity; their tea " would be
worth probably 94d. or 1s. If they were paid
only 1s, or 1s. 6d, am hour overtime when
the House is sitting late, it would be more
to the eredit of the Hopse and of members,
I feel ashamed to sit here knowing that there
are boys working for a sweated wage, in
faet for remunmeration which is not a wage
at all. We are paying £1 a week to boys
who have to work until the small hours of
the morning. If the Houze Committee are
responsible, T would appeal to their sense
of decency and ask them to arrange for the
payment of overtime.

Mr. GREEN: I wish to refer to the case

- of Fred Islip, the messenger at £150. This
lad started here years ago at £75 per annom,
and, when we consider the decreased value
of money, he is really on the same footing
now as he was when started. He is a
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smart lad, very attentive, and nothing is too
much trouble for him and, in saying that, T
am not saying anything derogatory to the
Chief Messenger, because he too -is an ex-
cellent man. The reason I have not made
special reference to the Chief Messenger is
that, though I recognise he should receive
more, it is probably on account of the strin-
gency of the times that the Committee can-
not deal with his remuneration this year. I
think, however, that Islip should be given
some recognition for his services, ‘‘Omns at
£52°* refers to the lad Cyril Logan, who is
permanently employed here. For 15 months |
he received 15s. a week, whereas his prede-
ceasor gtarted at £75 per annum. This lad
i1 constantly in attendance and has the mak-
ings of a pmart man, He is in & permanent
position, and yet we are paying him only
£1 a week. The Premier should consider
urigent cases of this kind with a view to
bringing in supplementary Estimates to deal
with them this year instead of sllowing them
to wait until next year,

Hon, G, TAYLOR: The messenger on £150
this year was receiving £75 about 15 months
age. He has stéepped up into the higher
position, which carries £150 a year. The
other boy at £50 is getting £1 a week, The
other two on £24 are only segsional boys.
The salaries of these positions are practie-
ally the same as they have been for many

e4rs, .

y Mr. JOHNSTON: Have these boys the
right of appoal to the Public Service Appeal
Board? If not, they should be given that
right. They are being underpaid. Other boys
in the civil service in a similar position have
the right of appeal to the appeal board,

Mr, WILLCOCK: These messengers are
not learning any trade or calling, and are
really wasting their time in these positione.
If we occupy a4 boy’s time in this way, we
should pay him sufiicient salary to keep him.

Mr. TROY: T always thought it a pity
that boys were employed here at all in these
positions. They are really wasting the best
period of their lives. Pogitions such as theirs
should be held by erippled returned soldiers.
When we do employ these boys we should
urge upon them the necessity for qualdying
themselves for promotion. Parliament is al-
ways prepared to pay a fair remuneration to
on officer of the House who shows & capacity
tor doing better things,

tem, Hall Porter, £185:

Mr, NAIRN: The salary paid to the hall
porter is entirely inadequate: Mr, Ford has
given long and faithful service and fills his
position well. He should be paid at least a
living wage.

Mr. CHES8SON: This officer has had 18
years’ service and only receivas a pittance

" by way of salary. The Premier should at

Jeast raise this ealary to the minimum that
is being paid in the Railways, namely £208
2 year.

Mr. GREEN: Mr. Ford has to be on duty
not only at the ordinary time in the morn-
ing but has to stay during the session until
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31 o'clock at might. The hall porter in the
Public Works Department receives £228 a
year and the attendant in the Savings Bank
receives £204 a year. No doubt both of
these officers have the right of appeal to the
appeal board. Officers of the House in these
positions should not be dependant upon the
Speaker for their salaries, but should be clas-
sified as a branech of the public serviece. In
the Federal House these officers are dealt
with in a different manner. There is a cost
of living bonus of £216 for Senate officers
this year, and a similar bonuva of £352 for
the officers of the éther House; and in every
cage there has been an inerease of salary as
well. Tt is only regrettable that we have not
the same control of finance as the national
- Parliament has. The President’s messenger
has been raised from £216 to £250. There
are- two senior.messengers at £212, and one
at £200; and an increase of £24 is divided
amongst them this- year. There are three
Jjunior messengers at £182 per annum, No
Jjunior mesgenger in the House of Represen-
tatives gets under £182, The highest paid
junior messenger gets £196, and the senior
messenger gets £212, The Speaker’s mes-
senger i§ down for an inerease of £34, rais-
ing him to £250., While we cannot pay sal
aries such as these, we still must recognise
that the hours of labour put in by Mr. Ford,
and bis length of service, and the decrease
in the purchasing power of money entitle
him to consideration. We should see that
this man gets a fair deal, and that he is not
negleeted sinply becanse -he does not hap-
penr to belong to some strong: organisation.

Hon. & TAYLOR: What members have
gsaid about the hall perter is quite correct,
but I wish to draw the atiention of the Com-
mittee to the fact that on last year’s Esti-
ina(.)tes this officer's salary was inecreased by
C10.

Mr. Wilson: Ten pounds in nine years!

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Last year’s Eati-
mates were ‘the second Estimates T dealt
with, and I increased his salary from £175
to- £185. T am not leaving any babies for
any Speaker who may succeed me in the
Chair. I could not reasonably make a re-
commendation for another incresse this year,
considering the officer had been thers for so
many years without an increase. 1 do not
want hon. members to think that I am re-
sponsible for the holding back of any in-
creage, In fairness and justice the officar
should not have been left so long without an
increase, Taking the work he does, and
comparing it with that of people who have
no more responsibility, it compares favour-
ably as regarde the amount of time spent
over it. At the same time he has three
weeks’ holiday annuvally at ome swoop, and
the additional Government holidays that he
gets amonnt to another 11, weeka. As hon.
members are eware, if the ordinary man
loses half a day, he has it deducted. Though
hon. memhbers may say that £184 a year is
not a living wage,- I do not fee! disposed
to recommend any increase this session.
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Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: I deeply regret the
concluding remarks of the Speaker, because
after the observations made by members on
both sides’ I was convinced that he would
have seen the fitness of making a recom-
mendation. He points out that this officer,
although givén an increase of £10 last year,
had been neglected for a period of nine
years. The Speaker realises, like every one
of us, that the necessity for an inecrease did
not make itself se very keenly felt uniil
last year. But then it ecame very rapidly.
The enormous increases in prices that have
gone on and are still taking place are, I
suppose, unprecedented in the world’s his-
tory, .or at all events in Australian history.
The Bpeaker said that ke eould not in justice
recommend another increase this year. It ig
only three or four months since the railway
men were awarded by the Arbitration Court
a minimum of 11s, a day. Owing to the
increases in the cost of living eoming on top
of one another, they were obliged to. ap-
proach .the.court again, with the result that
they got another increase of 2s. 4d. a day.
Mr. Ford gets 4% weeks’ holiday annually,
but he has to put in very long hours; of
course his work may not be very -strenuous.
We have to recognise how far 11s. B8d. goes
to-day in maintaining a home, and I am
quite sure the Premier will, at any rate in
this éase, make a special effort; and I trust
he will lave the recommendation of the
Speaker to guide him to grant some recogni-
tion to this officer. T have heard it said that
he eould be replaced by a boy, but I feel
convinced members recognise that the work
he does in negotiating between visitors and
members is often diplomatic work of a high.
order, and that therefore a boy could not
fill the bill. We are satisfied with the officer
wa hava..

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. Q’LOGHLEN: In view of the Pre-
mier’s- interjection I feel sure be does mot

‘want to see an empty eupboard in this offi-

eer’s home. So strongly do members feel on
this matter, that all sides of the Committee
are prepared fo support an inerease. A
salary of 11s. 8d. per day is recognised by
the hipghest tribunal in the land to be in-
adequate. The lowest pay of a lavatory
attendant in the Railway Department is now
£4 per week. T put it to the Premier and to
the Speaker that thiz officer ghould he
granted the meséd of justice that iz due to
him. T hope the Speaker will get on’ his
feet and withdraw the remarks he made. IE
not, I am prepared to tatk for a couple of
hours on this case of rank injustice.

The PREMIER: It has been suggested to-
night that the conditions of the Public Ser-

. vice Act should apply to officers of this

House, and I am inclined to agree with that
view, Of course I recognise that the control
of the officers of the House must he with
the Speaker and with the various committees
that we bhave managing onr affairs; but it
ought to be possible to have the positions
defined by the Public Serviee Commissioner.
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T Hope that those members who manage the
affairs of the House will take that sugges-
tion into consideration. If it were adopted,
a lot of discussion would he esaved and
justice would be done to our officers, More-
over, the boys abont whom we have heard
8o much could pass on to the Public Service.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Fending that arrange-

ment, will you give any immediate relief to

this officer?

- The ' PREMIER: I think this is a very
excellent officer, and I am surprised to hear
that there is any idea of putting a 'boy in
his place. No boy could do the work. T
will disecuss the matter with the Spealker,
and abide by what he says.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Speaker says he is
not geing te budge.
~ TPhe PREMIER: The Speaker does not
say that.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If you say yon will do it,
we will be satigfied.

The PREMIER: I will discuss the matter
with the Speaker,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: With reference to
the Premier’s suggestion that the officers
of this House should be placed under the
Pablic  Service Commissioner—as regards
clazsification, I take it-—T may say 1 do not
think some of the officers wounld care about
it. Let me also say that I have diseussed
- the matter with the Premier and with the
President of the Legislative Couneil T
raised the same question when these Esti-
mates were being framed. I do not want
the member for Forrest to think that I have
expressed a final decision that this officer
will not get any inerease.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Will you agree to put
him on the minimum?

Hon. G, TAYLOR : I discnssed thede
salaries with the Treasurer before I sub-
mitted my Estimates. There is no doubt
on that point. Y say now, aa I sajd then to

the Treasurer, that this officer was put, up’

£10 last year, and that T made no recom-
mendation for any further increase on
-account of the reasons whick I have already
stated. These Estimates have been passed
year after year, and there was no.inerease
snggested when the salary was mueh lower,

Mr, Green: We put our salaries up £100,
you know.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am not worrying
abont that. If the officers of the House had
the opporturity of putting up their salaries,
they would not be so gentle about it as
members of Parliament were. I do not think
the salary of a member of Parliament is at
all in keeping with what he should receive.
Members bhave known my opinion on that
point for many years.

Mr. O'Logblen: If the Premier filnds the
money, will you recommend the minimum?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I will discuss the
subhject with the Premier, and I think mem-

bers can safely leave the matter in my hands, .

Mr, TROY: Has the Speaker said that
he will communicate with the Premier on
the subject?
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Mr. O'Loghlen: Yes. -

Mr. TROY: If so, I need say no more on
that point. The Speaker said he was not
going to hand any babies on. We will seo
he does not. I have no doubt that when the
Speaker put forward his Estimates, he was
opposed by the Treasurer. That has’ been
my experience. But things have changed
within the last few years, as pointed out by
the member for Forrest. It is only within
the last few years thatb. the cost of living has
gone up excessively. Nine years ago mmembers
of this House' received only £200 per annum,
1t was not until last December that prices
jumped so enormously. I hope there will not
be any talk about putting a boy in this offi-
eer’s place. The present officer ia efficient,
and knows his duty. I am glad to hear the
8peaker’s announcement that the claims of
this officer will be considered.

Mr. MUNSIE: T was pleased to hear the
remarks of the Premier in respect of the hall
porter. When first I became a member, the
salary of that officer was adequate to the
position, but it is no longer so. If ever
there is a suggestion that the presemt officer .
skould be removed and a boy put in his place,
I trust the suggestion will not be entertained.
The officer earns his salary, if only by the
care he takes of members’ correspondence.
The present salary is totally inadequate.

Item, Incidental, £170:

Mr, MUNSIE: I want some information
as to what ‘“Othér, £60’’ means in respect
of the Assembly. If there is no explanation
of i, T intend to move a reduction of the
item.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: T am in the same
position as the hon., member.. When I sub-
mitted these Estimates I did not include
“Qther.’’ That was put in by the Trea-
sury. I do not know what ‘‘Other’’ covera.
‘“‘Tneidental’’ covers all that is required by
the House, Perhaps the Treasurer ean ex-
plain it. Tt cam only mean otber incidentals.

The Premier: That is what it does mean
—other incidentals. . )

Mr. MUNSIE: Since the attention. of the
Treasorer has been drawn to this, T hope he

~will be ahle to give us some information

about it next year.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Joint House Committes, £4,565,

Item, Controller, £263:

Mr. SMITH: As the Committee seem {fo
be in a mood to do the right thing by our
own employees, T think the good services of

this officer should be recognised. He is paid
only £263.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Plus £50.

_ [Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Mr, SMITH: And I understand there are
other considerations as well. Even allowing
for all those, we must look at the importance
of the position. This officer could lose for
us considerably more than his salary. The
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chief messenger in the Assembly is paid
£225, the orderly at Government House £219,
and the Sergeant at Arms £354.

- " Mr. Lutoy: Look at the imporianee of
the job!
Mr. SMITH: The Sergeant at Arms re-
ceives £354.
Hon. G. Taylor: Only £150 as Sergeant
at Arms,
Mr. SMITH: Aund £204- at the Geological
Department, ‘ ’

Hon. Q. Taylor: For which he has to
work every hour that other eivil .servants
work. )

Mr. SMITH: Still, while the Sergeant at
Ayms can earn £354, the Controller at Par-
liament House earns only £313,

‘Hon., G. TAYLOR: The Controller with
his wife and family live on the premises.
He is provided with accommeodation, light,
wood and food. The house is furnished and
he has everything he requires. So far as
responsibility is coneerned, he has not too
mueh of this. The House Committee have
te do all the purchasing and he as controller
under ounr guidanee makes the purchases,
and scrutinises accounts. There is no doubt
he is # very good officer but the Committee
think he is being paid sufficiently.

Mr. MULLANY: As a member of the
House Committee I appreciate the services
rendered by the Controller. At the same
time I do not think he has made any com-
“plaint about the salary or the treatment he
i8 receiving. The member for North Perth
shovld find more deserving cases to bring
under notice.

Ttem, Gardener, £175:

Mr. PICKERING: I do not know what
the eonditions are with regard to the house
accommodation provided for this officer, but
the officer has & respounsible position and he
carries ont his duty satisfactorily. I do not
"think that the salary pzid him is adequate,
and a recommeundation should be made for
an 'increase on next year’s Estimates.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: This officer is provided
with house aecommodation, light, wood, and
water., ) .

Mr. Piekering: Buf he does not get food?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No.

Mr., CHESSON: The salary seems to be
rather emall for a skilled man to receive.
The head gardener is a married man, and
taking into consideration the priee of com-
modities he should receive an inerease in his
wages.

Item, Wages (garden) £330:

Mr. LUTEY: The number of gardeners
employed is mot given. T thought it was
understood that the number of officers em-
ployed was to be stated.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The two men employed
in addition to the head gardener are set
down as gardeners, but if anyone looked at

the grounds around Parliament House, they:

would never aceuse them of being gardeners,
that is, if the question of growing flowers
were raised.  All they have to do i3 to mow
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the grass. I may point out, however, that
when the gardeners got an award three or
four years ago the wages were increased to
10s, a day. Application was recently made
to the House Committee but our men did
not come under the heading of gardeners ex-
cept the head gardener who was receiving
more than the award rate. The others were
deseribed as garden labourers. Their wages

‘bave heen increased 3s. a day since 1914-15.

Within the last few weeks there has been
an increase of another 18. a day and we shall
have to bring our men into line,

. Mr, O’Loghlen: The railway award has
made all the difference.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: One of the men em-
ployed in the grounds is a very old man
who ia paid 9s, a day. If we have not
sufficient money on the vote, we will have
to excess it. That is the condition under
which the vote is operated.

Mr. MULLANY: The younger of the two
men in the grounds receives 12s. a, day, but
at the next meeting of the House Committae
I intend to bring up the gquestion of the
wages of the garden labourers, and will move
in the direction of giving them an inerease
even if it involves excessing the vote.

Item, Wages, Kitchen, Dining Room and
Cleaners, £1,700:

Mr. GREEN: T understand that the
cleanera are receiving only 1l1s. a day. This
amount might well be increased. Thess
people are working for many hours a day
in what is admittedly an unhealthy oecupa-
tion. Any man who has been a cleaner for
some years has always suffered in health. It
i almost as bad as mining on account of
the dust. .

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We had to excess this
vote last year by £57 on account of increas-
ing the cléaners’ salaries by 1s. a day. Sinee

- 1914-15 we have increased their salaries by

38, a day. When I first entered the Honse
many years age, cleaners were receiving 6s.
a day. The cleaners are now receiving, 1Is.
a day with the exception of the head eleaner
who gets 12s. The House Committee can
deal with this matter becanse, if necessary,
we can excess the vote.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What privileges do they
get¥
. Hon. G. TAYLOR: Some concession in the
way of meals when they are- kept here fo
work,

Mr. LUTEY: Last year we decided that
the various items should be separated so that
we could see what each person received.
This has not been done. I hope that next
year the House Committeé¢ will set ovt the
individval items.

Ttem, Members’ Postage and Telegrams,
£400:

Mr. THOMSON: Seeing that the Com-
monwealth Government propose to increase
the letter postage from 1144, to 24. and the
¢harge for telegrams from 8d. to 13, this
item should be increased, Country mem-
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bers are put to econsiderable expense for
postages and telegrams.

Mr. ©)’Loghlen: There is always a-distine-
tion.

Mr. THOMSON: But considering the pro-
posed increases, more adequate provigion
should be made,

Mr, Green: The amount should be increased
by 25 per cent.

Mr. THOMSON: It certainly should be
increased somewhat. -Country members know
what a heavy demand this expenditure makes
on them hecause it exceeda the allowance eon-
siderably.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
getting ingufficient?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, the amount should
be inereased. .

Mr. O’Loghlen: That comes well from 2
member who voted against the increased re-
muneration last session,

Mr. THOMSON: We are not now dis-
cusging salaries but I might inform the mem-
Ler for Forrest that T was not present when
the vote was taken, although if T -had been
I should have opposed it "because I was
pledged to reduce expenditure.

You are not objecting to

Mr. Green: You are accepting the in-
ereased salary.
“Mr. THOMSON : Circumstances have

altered sinee the time when I went before
my electors. 1 ean do with the inerease as
well as other members.

Mr, Foley: There has not been a case in
which the inerease has not been collected.

Mr. THOMSON: We should recommend
the House Committee to increase the amount
for postages and telegrems.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Last year £300 was
provided, which was the amount put on the
Bstimates for some years, but the actual ex-
penditure last year was £365. This year we

“have provided £400, so that we have in-
ereased the estimate on what the Committee
voted last year by £100. When these Esti-
mates were being framed, we did not know
of the Federal Government’s intended in-
creases,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are only fol-
lowing Lloyd George.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: ‘This itdm bas - no-
thing to do with members’ salaries. The
member for Katanuning might refuse to take
the increase.

The CHATRMAN: We are not
with mewmbers’ salaries,

Mr. TNDERWOOD: When I enfered the
Hounse members were not allowed any nost-
age expenses at all. On a mption which 1
moveil, it was agreed by the House that
members’ letters and telegrams should be
franked by the Government, and I protest
against, the interference of the House Com-
mittee. The Houge Committee hrve arro-
gated to themselves the right to say that no
member shall be allowed more than £10 for
postiges and telegrams. The Hovse Com-
mittee have no rlght to do this. It is not
within their provinee. It was the House
who gave the instruetion. The House Com-
miittee liave 1o right to control this vote.

dealing

" to serutinise thisf
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Hon W. C. Angwin: But they had justifi.

ca/

Mr UNDLRWOOD This vote is controlled
by the Héuse. It is all very well for mem.
bers representing metropolitan or suburban
districts to talk about the allowance which
should be made to members for postages and
telegrams.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We are allowed only
one half.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What I asked for,
and rightly too, was the franking of mem-
bers’ letfera and telegrams, and that is what
we are entitled to and the House Committee
have no right whatever to interfere. What
if the legitimate postage of hon. members
comes to £50 a year? The Iouse Committes
have not been appointed to audit such post-
age. Ag I did 13 years ago, I claim that a
member should not be compelled to pay his
own postage and for his own telegrams when
dealing with public business. T tell the
House Committes and the Speaker that this
question was decided by the House. When .
the Houge Committee decides to impose re-
strictions on wembers, the proposals shpuld
be placed before the Hovse so that members
may agree to, them or not. I want it to be
tinderstood that if my postage aceount ex-
ceeds the allowanece the Hopse Committee is
to make up the difference.

Mr. PICKERING: I, tos, have exceeded
the amount which the Houge Committes has
been pleased to allow me on my postage ac-
counnt. If what the member for Pilbara said
is eorreet, the House Committee has no right
to reduce the allowance from £10 fo £7 10a.
on_ postage connected purely with legitimate
political business,

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: I have no objection to
hon. members deciding the method by which
this money should be expended, But is there
any other way by which this expenditure
shall be supervised exeept through the Hopge
Committee? Is it to be left té6 anyone to

scrutinise the amount which any member
should spend on postage?

Mr. Underwood: Have you been elected

Mr. O’LOGHLE‘T The House Commitiee
have been élected to guard against andue or
wrongfal expenditure, When anr hon. mem-
ber spends £4 5s. on busiress which is not of
a political nature, it is fime there was some
check on tlie expenditure. As a matter of
fact only three members have cxceeded their
postage allowance, and the member for Pil-
bara ia not one of these. Members of the
House Committee are not Shylocks, and if
any. member ean make out a fair case for
an inerease in the allowance, they will take
that into consideration. ‘Who is ta  control
this expenditure if it is' not to be the Hnuse
Committee?

Mr. Underwood: The House Committee
were not elected to do that,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Let some Hon. mem-
ber move a specific motion that this item be
controlled either by the House Committes or
by some otber body. Tf the Hduge Com-
mitte¢ have’ controlled this wrongfully, my
colleagnes and I havd done so with the ob-
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ject of saving Govermment money. I did not
expect condemnation from members because
of the endeavour to save the money of the
Btate. Shonld it be possible for a member
to write a telegram costing ¥4 when a letter
would do just as wellf Do hon. members
agree that anyone should talk on a frunk
Yine for auy length of time they like?

My, Underwood: Were you appeinted to
be our supervisors?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We have no desire to
he that. If a claim is made by country mem-
liers Tor a forther postage allowance we are
prepaved to consider it and make an increase.
When hon. members exceed the amount that
is at present allowed, arrangements could be
wade with some other member who has only
dravan 98 or 10s, worth of stamps to operate
on lis allowance. Ts it intended that hon,
niembers should raise the quesation every time
one of us aversteps the mark? T will leave it
tn the good sense of this Committee to say
whether or not we have been deing the pro-
“per thing in exercising a check on the post-

age expenditurs,

Mr. Underwood: What are youf? Men?
Or what? ‘
Mr. ’LOGHLEN Sometimes I am

puzzled ag to what the hon. member js. If
members object to a limit being put on, if
they are to be allowed to expend as much as
they like, the amount will run into big
figures and the time will come when this Par-
liament” will ingist that a committee of some
kind shall serutinise the expenditure.

My, Underwocd: Suppose you wait until
Parliament asks for a committee?

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Let the hon. member
move a motion on the subject and see how
he gets on. How is Parliament going to de-
cide the question? The Committee tock con-
trol of the matter because it was found that
correspondence was going out under this vote
which ghould not be going out under it

Mr, TROY: The House Committee was
appointed to look after the interests of mem-
bers of this Chamber, and I myself have had
no rcason to cavil at any member of that
Committee, I agree with the member for
Faorrest that somebody must control this vote.
It not, one or two members may take advan-
tage of it to the detriment of the others. It
iz reasomable that all membera shounld share
equally and fairly in the vote according to
their necessities and responsibilities. I have
had as much correspondence as any member
of this Chamber, and my correspondence has
never yet been stopped., The House Com-
mittee have not interfered without very good
reason. I remember the instance referred to
by the member for Forrest, though T was not
a member- of the House Committee at the
time. If the House Committes allowed that
sort of thing to go on, they would be doing
wrong.

Mr. Foley: How did the House Commit-
tee get to know the contents of the tele-

a.m?

TROY: I do not know. We are not
diseuasing that. If the House Committee do
not eontrol the vote, who will do it? To say

that there shall not be any control is an im-
possible proposition, and no one in his right
scuses could support it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I suppose I have oe-
casion to use as many stamps as most mem-
bers, and since the vote has been rednced X
have curtailed my correspondence as much as
possible.  When the Houge Committee re-
ceived the Treasurer’s request to furnish
particulars for these Estimates, they were
specially careful to see’ that every possible
cconomy waos exercised and that -mothing be-
yond absolute necessities was asked for, Our
idea in euiting down this vote was not at all
to dictate to members, but to keep within
reasonable limits. As compared with the
year 1913-14, for instarce, a surprising de-
gree of economy is shown.

Mr, MULLANY: I trust this discossion
will have the effect of causing the powers
and duties of the House Committee to be de-
fined. My service of five or six years on
that eommittee has shown me that the posi-
tion in that respect is very umsatisfactory
indeed. No one appears to mow where the
authority of the House Committee comes
from or what it is supposed to be. The state-
ment of the member for Pilbara that the
House Committee is appointed to see to the
comfort and convenience of members within
the precinets of Parliament is extremely
vague. The whole position needs defining.
The hon, member claimed that this vote wag
ingtituted some 13 or 14 years ago to frank
members’ telegrams and letters.

Mr, Underwood: - And telephone messages.

Mr. MULLANY: One of the first things
brought under my notice as a member of the
House Committee was the shameful ahuse of
this privilege by members of the Assembly.
It was then decifed that the limit of £10
per annum for a country imember and £5 for -
a metropolitan member would more than
cover gll legitimate demands, When we were
discugsing it the point of jurisdiction was
raised, and. we resolved to put it in order
by including the amount on the Estimates,
where it could be freely discussed by mem-
bers as a whole. It has appeared on the Es-
timates three or four times, but this is the
first occasion on which it has beea chal-
lenged.

Hou., G. TAYLOR: The .Joint Houss
Committee. controls precisely what is on the
Egtimates under the Vote ¢/.Joint Houee
Committee’ "—nothing more, nothing _ less.
And that Vote, with ity items, indicates the
power given to the Joint House Committee.
As for limiting the expenditure on postage,
the committee was forced to take action
when it was found that one member had
spent £46 on stamps and telegrams. There
ia no desire on the part of the committee to
curtail legitimate postage, but it is neces-
sary to give al! members a fair deal, and so
it was decided to limit the individual expen-
diture. One member spent £4 on a single
telegram. Members of the House Committee
would be failing in their duty if they ne-
glected to act when they knew that some
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hon. membery were taking adveutage of the
vote to use trunk line telephones at 6s. per
call for private buginess, At the time of the
Albany election one hon. member told the
telephone boy to call up Albany for him. It
took some time, and ‘when at last the connec-
tion was made the boy found the member
playing billiards and not ready to go to the
telephone. On being reminded by the hoy a
few minutes later that Albany was waiting
.on the telephone, the member said, ‘Oh I
will not bother about it now.’’ That eall
coat 11s. The Joint House Commitiee, in
limiting the individual expenditure on post-
age, were protecting members one from an-
other and protecting the public purse from
unscrupulous members.

Mr. THOMSON; There is no neecessity
for any heat. As ome of those who drew at-
tention to the matter, I have no objection to
the restriction since I have heard the ex
planation. But when this limited amount
was decided npon it eould not have been
known that postage charges were to be aub-
stantially increased. I have had to pay for
legitimate trunk line ealls, which ¢ost me a
good deal of money.

Mr. PICEERING: I regret the heat

shown, but I feecl that we were justified in
alluding to the position. T have had to go
to other members for stamps. - It is not
right to impose a flat rate ecovering both
those members whose correspondence is light
* and those who correspond largely. I resent
the cutting out of trumk line telephone calls,
and I find it hard to believe that the system
had been abused in the manner indicated. T
think that when a member’s legitimate cor-
respondence exceeds the £10 he should be en-
titled to excess the amount.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Years ago I feit the
expense put upon me as 8 member, and T
induoced the Honse -to earry a motion that
membera’ correspondence should be franked.
No avthority has been given to the Joint
"House Committee to interfere with that reso-
lution by the House. The Joint House Com-
mittee has simply usurped@ the position. Tt
is not right to say that becsuse some mem-
ber went on playing billiards while a trunk
line telephone call mounted up t¢ 1ls, in
cost, other members should not Ge ablowed
the use€ of trunk lines. Who authorised the
Joint House Committee to lay down a ruling
on the point? 1 objeet to this arrogating of
power by the Joint House Committee.

Mr. Teesdale: This will be nice reading
for the public to-morrow.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Why should I bhe
checked from talking over a lomg distance
on ‘the telephonef! Why should I be eom-
pelled to pay for a telephone conversafién
on public business? Has the House Com-
mittee the right to lay that down after the
motion which was carried in this Housef
They have no right to do it. Neither have
the House Committee any right to alter
members® postage allowance. If the Honse
wants -this altered, let us have a resolution
from the House.
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Mr. O’Loghlen: Then you move it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am going to send
my letters and to conduct my long distance "
telephone conversations irrespeetive of the
member for Forrest or the House Committee.
They will not charge me for either, and we
shall sea how we get on. I accept the posi-
tion of being elected to this Parliament,
and I am a gentleman by Act of Parliament.

Mr. O’'Loghler: You might be under an
Act of Parhament.

My, UNDERWOOD: When I post a letter
on public business I do not think it is right
to have a committee appointed to auvdit my
postage,

Mr. O’Loghlen: They do not do it.

Mr. UNDERWOOI): Then why do they
usurp such a position? .

Mr. O'Loghlen: To check unreaszonable ex-
penditure.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: And to check reason-
able expenditure as well. The House Com-
mittee have checked my long distance tele-
phone conversations when they had no right
to de so, It is time we had a proper under-
standing as to-the power of the House Com-
mittee.

" Vote put and passed.

Vote—Joint Printing Committde, £3,325:

Mr. CHESSON:; At the present time mem-
bers are only permitted to have one copy
of ‘‘Hansard’’ and if that copy should go
astray they find it difficult to get amother.
T quite agree that there should be a limit to-
the number of ecopies of ‘‘Hansard’’ dis:
tributed, hut members should be permitted

to have say three or four copies of each
sumber,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Joint TLibrary Committee, £425—
agreed to. :

Vote—Premier’s Department, £17,822:
Progress reported.

BILL—BROOME RATES VALIDATION.

Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment, :

Houge adjourned at 11.40 p.m,



